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Crowborough Hospital Fete 
raises £13,500 

This year, the weather was kind to the fete and 
once again the people of Crowborough sup-
ported it fantastically. 

The sun shone and visitors took heed of the notice near 
the entrance, buying items from plants to toys, clothes, 
household items, bric-a-brac, cakes, books and almost 
everything you could want! 

There were games and activities for all ages and delicious refreshments which all made for a 
great family afternoon. 

Thanks are due to the volunteers who pulled together and also to the hospital and house-
keeping staff who went “over and above” in their efforts to support a great day and a great 
result. 

Funds raised include the proceeds of a silent auction, a painting auctioned at Gorringes, in-
creased sponsorship from local businesses, the annual end of summer post- fete sale and the 
grand raffle. The third prize winner of the raffle very kindly donated their winnings back to 
the Friends. 

Many congratulations 
and thanks to everyone 
involved. 
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Post Fete Press Release 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The 2016 Hospital Fete  raised some £13,500 thanks to the people of Crowborough who turned out in force 
in near-perfect Bank Holiday Monday weather.  
 
The result is a clear demonstration of the great importance of the hospital and birthing unit to Crowborough 
residents. Community support for the fete could not be stronger, with local businesses this year contributing 
some £1,500 to the costs of putting on the event, and allowing almost all of the proceeds from the stalls and 
various activities to go straight towards the hospital. 
 
Chantal Wilson, chairman of the Friends of Crowborough Hospital, said: “Not only was the fete a very en-
joyable occasion on a lovely sunny afternoon, but it raised a significant sum to help the Friends support the 
hospital. Everyone is thrilled with the result.  
“The Friends are currently supporting three main projects and the funds raised will contribute to each. 
These are the social day centre that the Friends run themselves, refurbishment of the birthing centre and the 
renewal of X-ray equipment.  
“I would like to thank everyone who helped to run the fete but especially Ricky Booth, who masterminded 
it, and the wonderful people of Crowborough who attended and spent so generously." 
 
For the first time, the fete organisers benefited from a team of helpers from Beacon Academy who were 
able to raise fund for the school’s annual trip to the Gambia. The school has links with The Gambian High 
School going back more than 20 years and each year students raise between £10,000 and £20,000 to fund 
projects in the villages they visit. Over the years they have funded water systems, school buildings, equip-
ment and health care programmes.  
 
Fete organiser, Mr Booth, said: “I would like to thank everyone who contributed to the fete from the stall-
holders themselves, to the members of the Beacon Academy Gambia group who so efficiently eased the 
load of setting up and clearing away the site and all the people who rallied round at the last minute to pro-
vide the many gazebos needed.” 

Roger Bishop, Press Officer 
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IN AND AROUND THE HOSPITAL 

SOCIAL DAY CENTRE 
 
'The Day Service played host to a Macmillan coffee morning on Septem-
ber 30th.  Many lovely cakes were eaten and many cups of tea and coffee 
drunk. Thanks must go to Pauline Whetstone for arranging the morning 
and to Cilla for providing some wonderful cakes. Also thanks to the Day 
Service volunteers who once more turned out to support Macmillan. A 
total of £281 was raised on cakes and drinks with another £80 coming 
from the raffle.' 
                                                   Jane Hayward. Managwe 

 
MEDICAL WARD 
 
We would like to say goodbye to Sister Chrissy Bodecott who joined us when New Haven closed and has 
now found a position nearer to home. 
HCA Magi Ann Sebastian and HCA Mary Ann Briones are also leaving for positions more suitable for 
their family commitments. We would all like to send good wishes to all of them. 
 
 We have Staff vacancies at Crowborough Medical Ward so if you are or know anyone who is caring, com-
passionate, who truly wants to make a difference please contact the ward for an informal visit: Matron 
Marianne Marden-Grove 01892 603100. 
 
We have new Blood Glucose Monitoring equipment that tests the sugar levels in your blood and a new Co-
aguChek machine which checks the clotting levels in your blood. These machines are quicker and accurate, 
so medication and treatment can be tailored to each patient. 
 We have several HCA’s Kasha, Jo and Tina who have nearly completed their Care Certificates which will 
enhance their HCA role and they will be able to support their patients with the knowledge they have 
gained. Some of them wish to complete NVQ Levels 4.  These qualifications are pathways to enrolling on 
training courses to become a Qualified Registered General Nurse. 
 We will soon be putting out the ward Christmas raffle. Tickets will be on sale from November 14th. If any-
one has any contribution they would like to donate please feel free to pop along to the ward where they will 
be gratefully received. 
 We had a visit from Susan Sjuve, Chair to the Chief Executive . She joined us on the ward participating in 
serving patient lunches, meeting staff members and patients. She also went round to MIU and spoke to the 
team. She has taken on board some of our suggestions and will raise these at the next meeting.  

 

Marianne Marden-Grove. Ward Matron 
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MIU 
The Minor Injuries Dept has recently had a new computer system installed making it a paperless environ-
ment. This means that instead of filling in forms with details of patients and their injuries, staff input infor-
mation directly to the system which can also arrange further appointments and send out follow up letters. 

OUTPATIENTS Dept. 
Outpatients continues to be a busy unit and I am pleased to say that we continue to have many positive 
comments written on the Friends and Family feedback forms from our patients, which is always lovely to 
hear. 
We continue to have many Clinics from Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells and Sussex Community Foun-
dation Trust also hold clinics here, although we don’t run their clinics 
 
I am also pleased to report that the new 24hr ECG monitors that the Friends purchased for the department 
are in constant use and I am now able to see  up to 35 patients a month. 
I would like to thank the friends for all their purchases for the department this year and for the newest 
item to the department—a bariatric chair for the waiting room. 
 
We are happy for her but sad for us that Judy has decided to retire after working with us for 15 years. 
Judy was given a contract by East Sussex County Healthcare in 2001. She also continued to work for The 
Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells Trust at the Kent and Sussex Hospital until she was given more hours 
here in 2006. Judy has been responsible for Miss Lloyds and Mr Shotton's  ENT clinic for all these years 
as well taking on Mr Benson and his Orthopaedic clinic. In total Judy has worked for the NHS for 18 
years.  I know everyone here would like to wish Judy a very happy retirement and we are all going to 
miss her laughter, sense of fun and her kind and generous nature. 
 
Finally, as a team, the OPD ladies nominated our friend and  colleague Carol Mckay for the Trust’s Un-
sung Hero Award and I'm pleased to announce that Carol was chosen as a runner up. I am even more de-
lighted to announce that Carol won  her category for Working above and beyond the call of duty and 
demonstrating compassion and care. This is why we nominated her: 
 

        U-Ultimate professional 
        N-Never loses focus 
        S-Smiles even under pressure 
        U- Unusual to hear her complain 
        N- Never leaves a task half done 
        G- Glad to help anyone patients and staff 
        H-Happy to go that extra mile 
     E- Everyone is equal in her eyes 
        R-Reads patients' needs well 
        O- Outstanding in every respect 
 

Carol was named and collected her award at the unsung hero's award ceremony that took place on Friday 
21st October. Well done Carol this award was rightly deserved. 
 
                                                                                                                  Sandra Barnes, Out patients Sister 
 

Congratulations, Carol, from the Friends 
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VOLUNTEERS NEWS 

HOSPITAL SHOP 
Christmas cards, paper, labels and calendars are now on sale in the shop. We also have a range of gifts for 
all ages including hand knitted items. We have a good supply of homemade jams, chutneys, marmalade and 
honeys.  
 The shop will close at midday on 23rd December and reopen on Tuesday 3rd January. 
We wish all our customers, volunteers and  friends a very Happy Christmas and look forward  to seeing 
you in the New Year. 
 
 
 

 

FORTHCOMING CHRISTMAS EVENTS 
 

 

There is also an independently organised Pre Christmas fair at the community centre 
on Saturday 26 November, proceeds for the Friends. 

Keep a look out for further information locally or on our website. 

SINGING FOR FUN CHOIR 
 

will once again perform for us 
Monday December 12th 

7.30 at All Saints Church 
supported by the choir of  

Fermor School 
 

This is always a very enjoyable 
evening with a variety of music 

being sung 
 

Entry by donation to the Hospital 
 
 

Refreshments available. 

PROVISIONAL 
Salvation Army Band  

Carol Concert 
Wednesday 14th Decem-
ber 7.45 at All Saints old 

hall. Come and join in 
singing carols old and new 
Entry by donation to the 

Hospital 

Housekeeping staff  
We have been asked by several Friends’ volunteers to give a big thankyou to the housekeeping staff for 
all they do to support the friends throughout the year. In addition to their invaluable help around the time 
of the Fete, they also support in many other areas including the shop. They will help with carrying boxes 
from the store to the shop – nothing is too much trouble - and it is not unusual for a head to pop round the 
door asking if there is any assistance they can give. Many thanks, ladies and gentlemen of the housekeep-
ing staff. 
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A message from the Voluntary and Community Development Manager 
 
Hello, my name is Nicola, I am the Sussex Community NHS Foundation Trust (SCFT) Voluntary and 
Community Development Manager for the High Weald Lewes and Havens locality. I am based in Orchard 
House at Lewes Victoria Hospital with my administrator Loraine Mitchell. 
I am very privileged to meet and recruit new volunteers to work alongside our clinicians and volunteers 
who already work so hard within Crowborough Hospital to support our patients, staff and visitors. The sup-
port these volunteers provide is of such great value to our organisation and they do it with such compas-
sion, I would like to say a very big thank you to them. 
There are always opportunities to volunteer with us and we have many different roles to suit many different 
talents.  
We are currently looking for people to support our Crowborough services in the roles of a Health Cham-
pion and Butterfly Volunteers. 
For more information on these roles or for any information regarding volunteering with SCFT at Crowbor-
ough Hospital please do not hesitate to contact me or Loraine at Lewes Victoria Hospital, 01273 402508 
ext 2529 or 
nicola.taylor63@nhs.net or loraine.mitchell@nhs.net  
Look out for further new volunteering opportunities in 2017 which we will post in this newsletter and 
around the hospital site.  

Kind regards,  Nicola Taylor 

DONATIONS AND PURCHASES 
 

Individual and group donations  
Individual and group donations totalled £887 
These included £50 from the Wednesday Fellowship Group and £147 from St John’s WI coffee morning. 
In addition, an anonymous donation of £400 was made in recognition of excellent in patient care and equip-
ment provided by the Friends. 
The third prize winner in the raffle very generously donated their prize of £50 to the Friends. 
 
Boxes were opened from the following locations, giving a total of  £280.37                                      
Value Essentials   Field Buss   Whitehill Stores   Newsplus  Foch shop             
Jarvis Brook Bakery  Zest    Morrisons pharmacy  Chappells   Premier Stores Whitehill 
Strops Croft road 

A painting by Derek Wiles(decd.) was sold producing £22.50 for the Friends. 
 
As always, we are extremely grateful to all donors, friends and businesses who so generously support us. 
 
In memoriam 
Donations totalling £415 were received in respect of Bene Cooper who was a long standing volunteer in the 
shop (see last issue for details) 
Another donation of £194 was received via the Much Loved website. 
 
We extend our condolences and our grateful thanks to the families and friends of these people. 
 

Purchases  
Birthing Unit – tens machines, breast pumps etc  £897.70 received 
OPD Bariatric chair agreed £298 
MIU storage unit £275.94 
Occupational therapy games and puzzles £249.86 
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OBITUARY 

Derrick Francis Bedwell  
11 August 1920 – 18 July 2016 

 
Derrick was a trustee of the Friends of Crowborough Hospital for almost 30 years. He passed away 

peacefully on 18 July 2016 24 days short of his 96th birthday. 
Derrick leaves a son Garth by his first wife, Lynette, from whom he 
was divorced and a son Ian by his second wife Alison, who was tragi-
cally killed in a motor accident in 2001 whilst returning from Tun-
bridge Wells with stock for the hospital shop. Alison was also a trus-
tee of the Friends and is commemorated at the hospital for her work 
on behalf of the Friends and at Rolls Royce by an Allison aero engine 
which Derrick had returned from the US. Both Derrick and Alison 
were stalwarts of the Friends not only as trustees but working tire-
lessly collecting membership dues by knocking on the doors of 
Crowborough and in support of the shop and the fete. 
 

He was born on 11 August 1920 to Herbert and Doris 
Bedwell. Herbert had been invalided out of the army as a 
Captain in the 4/7 Dragoon Guards with service both in 
India and the First War. As a cavalry officer he had a 
love of horses as did his mother and the home in Wal-
dron to which they moved when Derrick was 2 years of 
age included an adjacent field. Much to the disappoint-
ment of his parents as Derrick grew he showed no equine 
affinity preferring to race around the field on a small 
motorcycle when he wasn’t dismantling it to see how it 
worked.  
 
Derrick first attended the local nursery school, Tilsmore, 
later being a weekly boarder at Newlands in Seaford of 
which he had many happy memories. Tragically his fa-
ther died suddenly 4 days after Derrick’s eleventh birth-
day suffering a heart attack following a game of tennis. 
Doris remarried and in 1933 moved to the newly built 
house, Benington in Crowborough. His stepfather 
George Proctor, was headmaster at the Grange which 
occupied Starfield on Beacon Road although by now 
Derrick was attending Uppingham School in Rutland 
where he sat next to Donald Campbell with whom he 
vied for the honour of being bottom of the class; he  later 
commented that he hated his years at Uppingham. 
 
Whilst at Newlands Derrick met Gordon Schwind the 
son of Lionel Schwind an electrical engineer who was a 
friend and colleague of Sir Henry Royce. The Schwinds 
lived on Southview Road and shared a common bound-
ary with Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s home, Windlesham. 
Derrick & Gordon shared a passion for motorcycles and 
as a teenager Derrick kept his motorcycle at the 
Schwind’s home where they both used the fields to hone 
their riding skills before they were old enough to take to 
the road..  When he was 14 Derrick met and became a 
close friend of Eric Oliver, Eric’s father had the coal 
yard on the green in Crowborough and called on his son 
to assist with deliveries. Much to the annoyance of Der-

rick’s mother he would help Eric so they had more time 
available for their motor bikes. 

Derrick’s stepfather had taught Adrian & Denis Conan 
Doyle at Grange School, being some 10 years Derrick’s 
senior they had acquired a magnificent collection of cars 
and raced at Brooklands. It was at Windlesham where he 
was allowed to help with the cars that he met George 
Gahagan who was employed to look after the cars. 

On leaving school Derrick was apprenticed at Brush 
Electric in Loughborough which by now was also manu-
facturing internal combustion engines and with the com-
ing of the war turned production to airframes and fuel 
systems. In due course both George Gahagan and Eric 
Oliver were also working at Brush Electric and the 3 of 
them shared accommodation in East Leake.  

As the war progressed and Derrick completed his inden-
tures he was determined to work for Rolls Royce and in 
March 1941 he was successful joining Flight Develop-
ment at Hucknall working on the redesign of the fuel 
system of the Merlin engine used in the Avro Lancaster 
bomber. In 1942 because of his extensive knowledge of 
the Lancaster Derrick was loaned to the Ministry of Air-
craft Production as a technical officer. The following 
year he was posted to 5 Group Bomber Command subse-
quently becoming the sole Rolls Royce representative 
for 7 Group, which covered 9 stations and responsibility 
for 660 Merlin engines. He was also called to work on 
other Merlin installations including Spitfires, Hurricanes 
and Mosquitos all of which he would ground test and 
accompany on flight tests. 
 
By this time one of his close friends Harold Conan 
Doyle had died in 1940 flying a Hurricane in the Battle 
of Britain and Gordon Schwind also in the RAF had 
been killed in Belgium whilst Eric Oliver had completed 
47 operations as a flight engineer on Lancasters.  



 

 
Derrick Francis Bedwell  cont. 

 

Derrick had also spoken on many occasions to John Net-
tleton who flew the only Lancaster of 44 Squadron to 
return from the low level attack on Augsberg in 1942 
and as a result he was and remained deeply uneasy about 
the massive loss of life amongst aircrew and particularly 
those flying for Bomber Command. 

Post war Derrick was requested to join the personal staff 
of AG Elliott, chief engineer, at Rolls Royce’s aero en-
gine division at Derby. The interview lasted some 2 ½ 
hours but Elliott had found his man, perhaps they had 
common ground with Elliott’s connection to Crowbor-
ough when Sir Henry Royce lived locally. Amongst 
other duties Derrick took minutes at the weekly board 
meetings and became respected for standing his ground 
against his seniors when he knew he was right; whilst he 
did not have the degree of theoretical training of some of 
his contemporaries he had become an intuitive engineer 
with a considerable depth of experience, he was said to 
be able to strip and rebuild a Merlin engine in his sleep. 
During the war his preferred mode of transport had been 
his racing motorcycles, which included the Mk VIII Ve-
locette KTT that ‘Ginger’ Wood had ridden in the 1939 
Junior Isle of Man TT and as the post war years enabled 
competitions to re-commence he would spend his week-
ends racing, holding a national licence he was to be 
found racing on the grass and competing in trials where 
he could earn more than he did during the week at his 
“proper” job. He also tried speedway at the height of its 
popularity and being Derrick chose Sheffield possibly 
the fastest track in the country! 
 
Subsequently Derrick spent some time in the USA par-
ticularly on the west coast where he was seconded to 
Rocketdyne. Little detail is available about his career at 
this time although he did acquire US security clearance 
to add to that which he already had in the UK; the cold 
war was in full swing and Rocketdyne were studying the 
German V2 missiles. Certainly Derrick was provided 
with a company car whilst in the US and with Rolls 
Royce still manufacturing motor cars he drove one of the 
company’s products! 
 
On returning to the UK he became the senior service 
engineer for the aero division and at one time or another 
he had responsibility for many aircraft types, Comet, 
Caravelle, Boeing 707, Douglas DC8, Vickers VC10 etc. 
which included considerable amounts of flying time with 
his work taking him across Europe to Egypt and Mexico. 
Latterly he was based at Heathrow looking after Rolls 
Royce jet engines for 23 airlines including BOAC. This 
was perhaps fate as the first flight from the newly 
opened Heathrow in 1946 had been by a converted Lan-
caster, Starlight, flying to Buenos Aires.  
 
As the years passed he worked so closely with BOAC at 
Heathrow that they organised a retirement celebration 

for him as some of the local senior staff did not realise 
he was actually employed by Rolls Royce. Following his 
retirement, they offered him employment and such was 
his reputation so did Pratt & Whitney in the US but he 
declined them both. 
 
Instead he turned his life to the Rolls Royce Heritage 
Trust in which he was a leading light, the Bentley Motor 
Museum at which he regularly volunteered and as a trus-
tee of the Friends of Crowborough Hospital from which 
he finally resigned in 2009 at almost 90 years of age 
having given several decades of time and wise counsel. 
He was also a member of the Bomber Command Asso-
ciation and a founder member of the Singer Owners 
Club.  

At Hawker’s request Derrick carried out their last service 
and ground runs for the last Hurricane (G-AMAU-
PZ865), his preferred fighter and on his resignation from 
the Friends he was presented with a framed picture of the 
aircraft. During his retirement he took a great interest in 
the only airworthy Lancaster in the UK, part of the Bat-
tle of Britain Memorial Flight, although with a wry smile 
he would always point out that actually there were no 
Lancasters at the time of the Battle of Britain. 

His passing touches on the fast closing connection with 
the generation that contributed to the winning of world 
war 2 and takes with it many memories and anecdotes of 
those halcyon years but it is fitting to close with Der-
rick’s own words “with regret all of a long time ago 
now, many years since I had a 12/6d (62 1/2p) James to 
ride on a farm in Sussex. I could not have enjoyed them 
more.”  
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News from Sussex Community Foundation Trust (SCFT) 
 

 
 

Commun i t y  W e l lbe ing  E ven ts  i n  C rowbo rough ,  Le we s ,   
Ne wha ven  &  Uck f ie ld  

 

We are introducing our Community Wellbeing Events which will run on a monthly basis across the High 

Weald, Lewes and Havens areas in East Sussex. 

These have been developed to support our vision of delivering four Communities of Practice in the area with 

the aim to provide holistic health and care to local people. We will do this by assessing the whole needs of 

each individual and by working together across health, care and voluntary organisations and groups. 

We encourage and welcome local people to pop in to one of our Community Wellbeing Events to find out 

more about local adult NHS community and voluntary services and how to access them. You’ll be able to 

chat with services from Sussex Community NHS Foundation Trust, voluntary services including Age UK 

East Sussex and local voluntary groups. 

Why should you attend? 

Learn how to manage your health and wellbeing. 

Find out more about local adult NHS community services and voluntary organisations/groups. 

Get information on how you should be referred to get access to a service. 

If you feel socially isolated there is opportunity to find out about local groups and meet new people. 

Find out what community and specialist nursing teams do. 

If you’re interested in attending simply just pop in – there is no need for you to book.  On arrival please ask 

the receptionist on site for directions if you are unsure where you need to go. We look forward to seeing you 

there. 

 

 

Please note that the Friends have a stand at the Crowborough events advertising the social day centre. 

 MONTHLY COMMUNITY WELLBEING EVENTS 
Crowborough War Memorial Hospital 

Day Centre, Southview Road, Crowborough TN6 1HB 
Thursdays 9:30am – 1pm 

29 September 27 October 24 November 

22 December 26 January 2017 23 February 2017 
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C a r i n g  f o r  t h e  H e a r t  
o f  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  

Friends of  Crowborough Hospital 

Crowborough Hospital                     
South View Road                            
Crowborough                                            
TN6 1HB   
Phone: 01892 664626                        
Fax:     07092 865667                                
Email:  info@foch.org.uk                        
Web:   www.foch.org.uk  

Registered Charity No. 231379       

Inland Revenue Charity Code: 
YAF88PG 

Do na t io ns  /  Me mbe rsh ip  
 

I/we would like to make a donation to support the work of the Friends of 
Crowborough Hospital.  

Our donation includes a £10 membership subscription   (yes/no). 

I/we enclose a donation of £ .....................  

The Friends may reclaim tax ...........❏ (Gift Aid) 

Name    .................................................................................................. 

Address  ...............................................................................................  

   .............................................................................................. 

Post Code ...............................                                                   

Telephone ................................................ 

E-mail    ................................................................................. 

Date    …………………... 
 

Please send details of how I/We may make regular donations ❏ (Standing Order)                                                                                                          
Donations should be returned to:                                                                                                                  
Friends of Crowborough Hospital                                                                                                             
Crowborough Hospital                                                                                                                           
South View Road                                                                                                                             
Crowborough TN6 1HB                                                                                    Nov ‘16 

 
Office Opening Times 

The Friends’ Office is not 
manned every day due to lack 
of volunteers. If we are 
closed, please leave a mes-
sage; written, telephone or   
e-mail and we will contact  
you as soon as we are able. 

Mail can be left in the black 
letterbox outside the office. 

 

 

 

We hope that those of you who are 
not already Members would be in-
terested in joining the Friends.  
Membership is just £10 a year, or 
you can become a life Member for 
a larger sum. If you would like de-
tails of this, please get in touch. 
If you would like to pay by stand-
ing order, we would be happy to 
arrange this for you.                                     

 

For those who are tax payers we can 
arrange (at no cost to yourself) for the 
Inland Revenue to make an additional 
payment to us equal to the amount of 
tax that you would have paid on your 
donation or membership (Gift  Aid). In 
this way, your donation can be of even 
greater value.  Changes made by the 
Inland Revenue in respect of how Self 
Assessment tax forms are completed 
for charitable donations mean you will 
need the Code (shown above) if you 
complete such a form. 

As a Member you can be as in-
volved as you wish, joining one of 
the committees, or just supporting 
the work of the Friends by attend-
ing events during the year. 
If you would like further informa-
tion on any aspect of the Friends or 
would like to become a volunteer 
or a Member, please get in touch 
with us at the address above, or by 
phone or e-mail. 

M e m be r sh i p  o f  th e  F r i e n d s  


