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Crowborough Hospital Fete
Needs Your Support
The number of voluntary fete helpers needs boosting and we urgently need more people to assist the current team and ensure
the continuity of the Fête
These are some of the areas you can support and be a part of this special
annual event which provides valuable funds to support our local Community Hospital:
•

•

•

On Friday afternoons from the beginning of July, help is needed to sort donations for
the collectables stall. Donations are received at the hospital and sorted there. If you can
offer any help, please contact Evelyn Wickham: 01892 661667 evewick@hotmail.co.uk
We need raffle ticket sellers at the various supermarkets on Saturday 20th August and at
Morrison’s on Wednesday 10th, Thursday 11th and Sunday 14th August. If you could do
this for one hour or two hours, please contact Dee Berkerey 07591 197174
dee.berkerey@hotmail.co.uk
Help setting up the fete stalls between 10am and 2pm and
clearing up after 5pm on Monday 29th August. Please contact
Ricky 01892 652151 fete@foch.org.uk
Ricky Booth, Fete co-ordinator
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IN AND AROUND THE HOSPITAL
MEDICAL WARD
and we also have new software called System One
We have been able to recruit 7 new Health Care
Assistants (HCA) and are continuing to advertise
the Staff nurse RGN posts. When in place, the new
staff will have a different colour uniform as provided by the new Trust (Sussex Community NHS
Trust).
We are sorry to have lost one of the ward sisters,
Jan Bell, but wish her well in her new job. Also
Tina Heathwood is retiring at the end of April and
we wish her a relaxing retirement. This means
the ward is run by the Ward Matron Marianne and
Ward Sister Lisa supported by the nursing team
We continue to work closely with the new Trust
which has just gained Foundation status. The new
Trust has supplied us with four new computers

which will enhance the patient flow.
Lisa and I would like to take this opportunity to
thank Carol (Ward Coordinator) and Staff Nurse
Dee Pullinger for their extra support during the
transition phase which has proved stressful at
times with the implementation of new policy protocols and IT Software.
We are in the planning and implementing stages
of a surprise stall for the Hospital Fete in August.
Watch this space!
Over Easter, the staff brought in flowers and decorations. They also decorated the dementia board
with an Easter themed collage.
Marianne Marden-Grove
Ward Matron

OUTPATIENTS Dept.
We are now the only department in the hospital which is managed and staff employed by ESHT. Meanwhile, Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells consultants are still very active and enquiring about holding further
clinics in our OPD.
We continue to get a lot of positive feedback from patients, family and friends in the feedback forms. This
is always lovely to hear. We would like to thank the Friends for paying for magazine subscriptions for the
waiting room.
Sister Sandra Barnes
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IN AND AROUND THE HOSPITAL
CROWBOROUGH BIRTHING CENTRE
CBC is Under New Management!
We were taken over by Maidstone and Tunbridge
Wells NHS Trust on 1st April. We had three births in
the first 24 hours of this change!
There have already been some positive changes—we
now have two postnatal rooms with double beds and
breastfeeding rocking chairs. This means new dads
can stay in comfort following the birth of their baby
to help support mum and enjoy the first few hours
together.
Staff are getting to grips with new IT systems, ways
of working and staff changes but feeling very positive about the future.
Emma Chambers
Manager, Crowborough Birthing Centre

FRIENDS NEWS
SOCIAL DAY SERVICE
A lemon cake delight!
Use of our kitchen has finally resumed and given the opportunity for
Day Service clients to practice their skills! Many thanks to one of our
our volunteers, Ros Marriott, for helping Freda to produce a lovely
lemon cake. We look forward to more wonderful aromas wafting
around the centre.

HOSPITAL SHOP
Jane Hayward
Day Service Manager
Friends of Crowborough
Hospital Social Day Service

Since the end of year stocktaking the Shop has now been stocked with lots
of new Cards. The honey and preserves are very popular and sell as fast as
Hilary and Sarah can produce them. Our thanks to them and the ladies
who have been knitting all the lovely baby jackets which are often left
without leaving a name. They are very much in demand so we are very
grateful if anyone can make matinee jackets, tea cosies , fingerless gloves
etc. We are obviously very grateful for all the donations including all the
books which are handed in. As we are all volunteers every penny goes to
the hospital.
Maureen Bagwell
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FRIENDS NEWS
Who are the Friends of Crowborough Hospital?
I suspect many people do not know who is behind the Friends as a charity. As the general committee has
spent some time recently looking at what skills we have and what jobs need doing by members of the committee (trustees of the charity), this seemed a good moment to update everyone.
We are hugely fortunate to have Terry Moon as our long-standing Treasurer and many people do know
him. He is often regarded as the face of the Friends, and rightly so. He does far more than many treasurers
would and that has been the case for many, many years. No skills gap there, fortunately.
Russell Wakefield has also been a trustee for many, many years and quietly but constantly looks after charity compliance, our IT, website and social media. However, he is always at pains to remind us that he
needs material to use in relation to our website and social media and welcomes any contributions, not only
from committee members. Russell is extremely conscientious about ensuring everything we do complies
meticulously with the relevant regulations, including our IT related activity and particularly electronic records.
You are probably aware that the Friends have to work with outside agencies nowadays in order to help
keep the hospital up to date, relevant to the whole community and free from threats of closure. Trustee
Richard Hallett oversees this strategic aspect of our work and networks assiduously and tirelessly with anyone and everyone who might have influence in what goes on in the hospital.
Ros Marriott is not only our president, but since she retired last year, has given amazing amounts of time to
the Friends. We identified that our membership records weren’t as good as they should be and Ros immediately offered to take over membership record keeping. This is something a charity cannot do without, but
is rarely given prominence. Ros does many other things as well but her contribution to governance in this
way is brilliant.
Barby Dashwood Morris is a relatively new trustee but has already thrown herself into the work of the general committee. She is the one who forced us to look at ourselves to try and ensure that the mix of skills
among the trustees was fit for purpose. Our grateful thanks go to her for leading us through this tricky
process, even though there may have been a few groans at first!
Another relatively new trustee is Elaine Cox who has also thrown herself into the work of the Friends in
many ways. In particular, she is chairing the sub-committee which oversees the Social Day Centre and
gives support to Jane, the manager of the Centre. Elaine goes to a lot of trouble to keep in touch with the
Centre on a day by day basis and comes up with many helpful ideas to make the Centre even better.
For quite a long while the Friends were without dedicated support in relation to technical medical matters.
These days, equipment is very specialised and the jargon alone makes lay members of the committee glaze
over. We needed someone who could interpret requests for
equipment and who could give an experienced opinion on
strategic developments within the NHS. I am delighted to
say that recently retired GP Dr Katy Stokes responded immediately to our request for her to become a trustee. She
retired at just the right moment from the Friends’ point of
view but not from the point of view of her many disappointed patients. We have two other trustees, Mike Eldred
and Barbara Divall, both of whom are long-standing loyal
supporters of the hospital and the Friends.
(cont.)
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(cont.)
There are two other people who particularly support the general committee but are not trustees – yet! As a
result of our navel gazing, the general committee identified an urgent need for a minute taker – the rarest
commodity in the world. We are so, so fortunate that Barbara Kingsford has taken on this role. She is so
professional and skilled and hit the ground running. Her husband is Jim whom some will know as our
transport manager.
We also had a serious gap in press and publicity. The
Friends do a great deal, not least in holding a very successful fete each year, and all our activities need better
recognition in the community. Again, I am delighted
that Roger Bishop has agreed to take on this role and his
successes have already been seen in the Courier and on
Crowborough Life. His background is in professional
PR and press liaison and again, his professionalism
shows.
As chairman, I try and keep the herd of cats together!
Chantal Wilson, Chairman

Caring for the Heart
of the Community

DONATIONS AND PURCHASES

Friends of Crowborough Hospital

Donations and purchases will be reported in the next
issue of the newsletter as the books are with the auditors at present.

Crowborough Hospital
South View Road
Crowborough
TN6 1HB
Phone: 01892 664626
Fax: 07092 865667
Email: info@foch.org.uk
Web: www.foch.org.uk

We are grateful to the students of Grove Park 6th form who, as
part of their work experience programme, assist with the post
printing distribution of this newsletter. They staple, fold, envelope, stamp and mail copies.

Registered Charity No. 231379
Inland Revenue Charity Code:
YAF88PG

Membership of the Friends
We hope that those of you who are
not already Members would be interested in joining the Friends.
Membership is just £10 a year, or
you can become a life Member for
a larger sum. If you would like details of this, please get in touch.
If you would like to pay by standing order, we would be happy to
arrange this for you.

For those who are tax payers we can
arrange (at no cost to yourself) for the
Inland Revenue to make an additional
payment to us equal to the amount of
tax that you would have paid on your
donation or membership (Gift Aid). In
this way, your donation can be of even
greater value. Changes made by the
Inland Revenue in respect of how Self
Assessment tax forms are completed
for charitable donations mean you will
need the Code (shown above) if you
complete such a form.

As a Member you can be as involved as you wish, joining one of
the committees, or just supporting
the work of the Friends by attending events during the year.
If you would like further information on any aspect of the Friends or
would like to become a volunteer
or a Member, please get in touch
with us at the address above, or by
phone or e-mail.

Donations / Membership
I/we would like to make a donation to support the work of the Friends of
Crowborough Hospital.
Our donation includes a £10 membership subscription (yes/no).
I/we enclose a donation of £ .....................
Office Opening Times
The Friends’ Office is not
manned every day due to lack
of volunteers. If we are
closed, please leave a message; written, telephone or
e-mail and we will contact
you as soon as we are able.
Mail can be left in the black
letterbox outside the office.

The Friends may reclaim tax ...........❏ (Gift Aid)
Name

..................................................................................................

Address ...............................................................................................
..............................................................................................
Post Code ...............................
Telephone ................................................
E-mail

.................................................................................

Date …………………...
Please send details of how I/We may make regular donations

❏ (Standing Order)

Donations should be returned to:
Friends of Crowborough Hospital
Crowborough Hospital
South View Road

Crowborough TN6 1HB
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