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Hospital fete profits exceed £13,000 
This year’s fete was a great success. The weather, although still not sunny and dry 
as hoped, was a great improvement on that of 2014 and the population of Crow-
borough turned out in their hundreds to support their local hospital.  
Along with many old favourite stalls, there were some new attractions such as 
Pimms, balloon modelling and handicrafts. The cake and produce stall had been 
rejuvenated by the WI and was as popular as ever. The Jive Aces provided some 
very enjoyable entertainment and even encouraged some dancing!  

                   

(Below) Cllr Ron Reed, Mayor of Crowborough,; Cllr Barby Dashwood-Morris, Chair of Wealden and Trustee 
of FoCH; Ricky Booth, fete organiser 

 

Following the fete, a jum-
ble sale of remaining 
items was organised by 
Evelyn and her team and 
a wonderful £800 was 
raised. 
 
At the stallholders meeting 

on October 31
st
, Ricky 

thanked everyone who had put in so much work and was, in turn, 

thanked for his tremendous efforts. Miriam Boobier kindly provided 

refreshments for this meeting as well as for the fete. She said that 

many thanks were due to Cilla and Malcolm Piper of Cilla’s Cakes 

who had once again provided a large number of the cakes for the 

fete teas. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE FETE ORGANISER, RICKY BOOTH  

First of all a huge thank you for all the support of stallholders and helpers on the day 
Sorry about the rain but that was not part of my mandate having been told that someone else of 
higher spiritual importance was in charge! 
 

Numbers were up on last year and revenue was proportionally a lot higher so yes, more people 
turned up but more importantly they spent a lot more per head 
Revenue was up by about a quarter from nearly £12,000 in 2014 to over £15,000 this year 
which is a fantastic result considering there were grey and wet clouds overhead.   
 

This is not the sort of event where you award prizes or plus and minus points because there are 
no winners or losers.  However, special thanks go to the Vale WI who took over the cake stall 
and sold out within an hour or so.  They have already placed orders for an extra 100 cakes for 
next year.  Also our all new book team who performed far above expectations and I commend 
their efficiency, sorting skills and ability to provide all the manpower required to perform seam-
lessly on the day.  I would also want to mention Bryan Squires and Nick Rowton who together 
sold a staggering 216 raffle tickets, for the tea room ladies who welcomed guests with open 
arms and a hug (I hope) and last but not least our Jive Aces who played magnificently and pro-
vided us with some heartfelt entertainment. 
 

Looking at 2016, we need the following: 

• Someone to organize the raffle ticket rotas 

• Someone to help with Press and PR 

• Someone to help with Sponsorship 

• People to help on the day of the fete 

 

For more information contact: Ricky Booth 
Email:  fete@foch.org.uk Telephone: 01892 667759 or 07860 478982 

 

VOLUNTEERS’ NEWS 
 

 
 The shop now has its 

Christmas stock on display.  
 

We have cards, calendars, 
diaries, wrapping paper 

and stationery.  
 

There are gifts for all ages 
including some gorgeous 
soft toys, stocking fillers  

 

In addition jams, preserves, 
Cilla’s cakes and eggs are 

always available. 

The Friends Hospital Shop 
 
 Bene Cooper has retired at the age of 95.  She 
has worked for four hours every Monday in the 
Friends Hospital Shop, never taking holidays, 
and seldom off sick. 
Every Monday morning she would arrive with a 
newly knitted baby jacket, bed socks or tea cosy 
for us to sell. She did feel that there were too 
many Bank Holidays when the shop would be 
closed and she couldn't work! 
We cannot find out the exact date when she 
started but it must be about 30 years ago. 
Thank you Bene for all the time and effort you 
have given to the Friends’ Shop over the years. 
You will be missed!  

Maureen Bagwell 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Switching on  
the Chrismas lights  

 

Friday 27th November  
4pm – 6pm   

in the High Street  
 

The Friends will have a stall  
Please support us 

SINGING FOR FUN 
will once again perform for us 

 

on Monday December 7th 
7.30 at All Saints Church 

 

This is always a very enjoyable 
evening with a variety of music 

being sung. 
 

Entry by donation to  
the Hospital 

Refreshments available. SALVATION ARMY CAROL 
CONCERT  

 

Wednesday 16th December  
7.45 at All Saints old hall.  

 

Come and join in singing  
carols old and new 

 

Entry by donation to the 

Hospital 

Refreshments available 

Emergency Nurse Practitioner, Chrissie Nuttal has moved on from Crowborough Minor Injuries 
Unit to Hastings Hospital 
Christine Bailey has left X ray reception and is enjoying spending more time with her dog! 
Sister Ann Ferdinands has retired from the General Ward and is much missed, not least for her 
contributions to this newsletter! As a keen traveller she will, no doubt, be broadening her hori-
zons further! 
 

Sister Sandra Barnes is “delighted” with two new portable ECG monitors which have been pro-
vided by the Friends. These monitors are fitted in outpatients dept to patients who can then go 
home wearing them for 24 hours. 
 

Kay Southard, who was a midwife for over 29 years at Crowborough and who now volunteers in 
the Birthing Centre, has been recognised by ESHT with an “Unsung Hero Award” in recognition 
of working above and beyond the call of duty. 
She was nominated by Midwifery Matron Emma Chambers who said “we have a volunteer here 

at Crowborough Birthing Centre  called Kay Southard, she used to be a midwife with us and now 

volunteers for us. She comes in several days a week and supports us hugely. The women and 

the staff love her enormously and we would really like her to be recognised” 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE HOSPITAL 
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THE FRIENDS DAY SERVICE 

Donation from Bonfire Society 
We are extremely grateful to have received a donation from  Crowborough Bonfire Society of 
£802.50 from the street collection on carnival night.  The Friends are absolutely delighted to 
have been chosen by the Society as one of their beneficiaries this year. 

 

The photo (courtesy of the CBCS) shows Friends' Day Centre Manager 

Jane Hayward on the left with other recipients of donations from the Bon-

fire Society" 
 

As you will know, the Friends now run the social day centre at the 
hospital and can only run it thanks to the wonderful generosity of 
our local community. We want to make the Centre welcoming and 
attractive to give the attendees the most pleasant experience pos-
sible but we have to be very mindful of costs.  For some time we 
have wanted to provide more homely chairs than the ones the 
NHS provide but have not been able to afford it up to now.  This 
superb gift will make it possible for us to start buying these chairs. 
 

We would like to thank the Bonfire Society for the incredibly hard work they put in all year round 
to give Crowborough an excellent evening on Carnival night and to keep a very special tradition 
alive.  We would also like to thank them for the effort they put into the street collection and for 
being so generous to the Friends of the Hospital.                                                                         
 

DO YOU KNOW ANYONE WHO IS LONELY AND SOCIALLY ISOLATED WHO MIGHT EN-
JOY THE SOCIAL INTERACTION AND ACTIVITIES IN THE DAY CENTRE AT CROWBOR-
OUGH HOSPITAL? 
 

The Friends would like to ensure we are reaching into the community to help and support peo-
ple who are lonely and socially isolated and who would enjoy coming to the day centre once a 
week on a Monday or Friday.  The Centre is run by our wonderful manager Jane Hayward, bril-
liantly supported by a team of dedicated volunteers.  There is always lots to do, sometimes as a 
whole group, sometimes individually or in small groups.  Art is an activity on both days.  Every-
thing is tailored to individual needs and interests.  All those who attend thoroughly enjoy them-
selves, attendees and volunteers alike.  The whole Centre has a lovely friendly feel. 
 

The Friends supply transport door to door.  
A donation of £5 per session is requested to 
cover everything, including tea, coffee,    
biscuits and a hot lunch. 
 

Jane always carries out a home visit to any-
one who is suggested to ensure that the 
person’s needs can be met by the Centre.  
We are very sorry that we cannot meet the 
needs of people with dementia. 
Please contact Jane if you would like to sug-
gest someone.  The Day Centre  number            Photo shows clients enjoying a fun exercise session 
is 01892 653133 and her email is:   
dayservice@foch.org.uk 
 

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!  
 

Chantal Wilson Chairman Friends of   Crowborough Hospital 
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Hospital Services to be provided by  
Sussex Healthcare Alliance 

As most people have probably heard by now, on November 1
st
, Sussex Healthcare Alliance 

took over the delivery of most of the services in Crowborough Hospital, noteably minor injuries, 
X-ray and the ward.  The general committee of the Friends of Crowborough Hospital welcome 
this change and offer a warm welcome to Sussex Community Trust (SCT) who will provide 
most of the services you actually encounter, including district nurses.   
 
The Alliance is led by Sussex Community Trust but in formal collaboration with Maidstone & 
TW, Brighton & Sussex University Hospitals Trust, Queen Victoria Hospital (East Grinstead) 
and Sussex Partnership Trust (mental health) and Age Concern (signposting services for the 
elderly).  This means that the Community Trust will have support from specialists for the wide 
range of services it provides.  It is reassuring to know that SCT received a rating of “good” ear-
lier this year from the Care Quality Commission, whereas ESHT (who provided the services up 
to now) were rated as “inadequate”.   
 
The Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) (which pays for medical services) chose the Alliance 
because of its focus on understanding the local area and tailoring services to the community’s 
needs. One thing which we should see fairly soon is an improvement in staffing levels which 
SCT have committed to as an early priority. SCT regards the community hospitals as a key re-
source in delivering health services and the Friends believe we will see an increasing use of 
our hospital once SCT gets its feet under the table, so to speak! 
Changing the provider of services was a big step for the CCG to take, especially as it started 
the process only a year after it came into existence.  The CCG wasn’t satisfied with the commu-
nity services as they were previously delivered and decided our local communities deserve bet-
ter.  That’s what we are looking forward to now. 
 
The birthing centre is currently still run by East Sussex Healthcare Trust and the neuro-physio 
rehabilitation in the day centre will still be run by the Joint Care Team run by East Sussex 
County Council.  Physiotherapy will continue to be run by the Muscular Skeletal Service which 
the CCG set up about a year ago with several providers, including the Horder Centre. The So-
cial Day Centre will most definitely continue to be run by the Friends under the excellent man-
agement of Jane Hayward! 
 
We look forward to increasingly responsive care and services from our hospital reflecting the 
needs of the community and again say welcome and good luck to Sussex Community Trust. 
You might also like to know that our CCG has been identified as in the top 6 nationally and is 
therefore eleigible for an award whose 
winner will be announced in November.  
The other 5 are all north of Birmingham, 
so we have a pretty special CCG in our 
area doing innovative work. 
 

 
Chantal Wilson 
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Membership and donations  
to 31

st
 October amounted to                       £505  

 
This included the proceeds of a petanque competi-
tion at Crowborough Social Club and a donation 
from the Wednesday fellowship group at the United 
Church  

 

Collection Boxes  
were returned totalling                                £425  
from: 
 
• County Tearooms 
• Field Buss 
• News Plus 
• Southpoint 
• Poundfield Stores 
• Value Essentials 
• Morrisons Pharmacy  
• Friends’ Shop 
• Rose and Crown, Mayfield 
• Peckish Café, Mayfield 
• Day Centre 
• Whitehill Stores 
• Huntsman, Eridge 
• This and That  
 
As always, we are extremely grateful to all do-

nators, friends and businesses who so gener-

ously support us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In memoriam donations and legacies 
totalling                                                   £2827  
were received in respect of: 
 

• Eva Olive Pratt  
• James William Errey  
• Alick McDonald  
• George Hall  
• Jean Josling  
• Ronayn Coburn 
• James Tormey  
• Gladys Norma Reed 

 

We extend our condolences and our grateful 

thanks to the families and friends of these   

people. 

 

Recent Purchases 
Birth centre ante natal classes              £139.50 
 
Birth centre training – certificate  in midwifery 
complementary therapies                           £750 
 
Occupational therapy Bluebell Suite travel  
kettle                                                       £15.74 
 
Rehab physio day centre—  arm exerciser to 
teach patients how to use their hand independ-
ently                                                         £2924 
 
Outpatients Department 2X 24 hour ECG moni-
tors (see “News from around the Hospital)  
 

Requests 
The general ward staff have requested 2x  

highback chairs with dropdown padded arms. 

DONATIONS PURCHASES and REQUESTS 



 

C a r i n g  f o r  t h e  H e a r t  

o f  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  

Friends of  Crowborough Hospital 

Crowborough Hospital                     
South View Road                            
Crowborough                                            
TN6 1HB   
Phone: 01892 664626                        
Fax:     07092 865667                                
Email:  info@foch.org.uk                        
Web:   www.foch.org.uk  

Registered Charity No. 231379       

Inland Revenue Charity Code: 
YAF88PG 

 
 

We are grateful to the students of Grove Park 6th form who, as 
part of their work experience programme, assist with the post 
printing distribution of this newsletter. Thet staple, fold, envelop, 
stamp and mail copies. 

Dona t ions  /  Membersh ip  
 

I/we would like to make a donation to support the work of the Friends of 

Crowborough Hospital.  

Our donation includes a £10 membership subscription   (yes/no). 

I/we enclose a donation of £ .....................  

The Friends may reclaim tax ...........❏ (Gift Aid) 

Name    .................................................................................................. 

Address  ...............................................................................................  

   .............................................................................................. 

Post Code ...............................                                                   

Telephone ................................................ 

E-mail    ................................................................................. 

Date    …………………... 

 

Please send details of how I/We may make regular donations ❏ (Standing Order)                    
Donations should be returned to:                                                                                                                  
Friends of Crowborough Hospital                                                                                                             
Crowborough Hospital                                                                                                                           
South View Road                                                                                                                             
Crowborough TN6 1HB                                                                                    Nov ‘15 

 

Office Opening Times 

The Friends’ Office is not 

manned every day due to lack 

of volunteers. If we are 

closed, please leave a mes-

sage; written, telephone or   

e-mail and we will contact  

you as soon as we are able. 

Mail can be left in the black 

letterbox outside the office. 

 

 

 

We hope that those of you who are 

not already Members would be in-

terested in joining the Friends.  

Membership is just £10 a year, or 

you can become a life Member for 

a larger sum. If you would like de-

tails of this, please get in touch. 

If you would like to pay by stand-

ing order, we would be happy to 

arrange this for you.                                     

 

For those who are tax payers we can 

arrange (at no cost to yourself) for the 

Inland Revenue to make an additional 

payment to us equal to the amount of 

tax that you would have paid on your 

donation or membership (Gift  Aid). In 

this way, your donation can be of even 

greater value.  Changes made by the 

Inland Revenue in respect of how Self 

Assessment tax forms are completed 

for charitable donations mean you will 

need the Code (shown above) if you 

complete such a form. 

As a Member you can be as in-

volved as you wish, joining one of 

the committees, or just supporting 

the work of the Friends by attend-

ing events during the year. 

If you would like further informa-

tion on any aspect of the Friends or 

would like to become a volunteer 

or a Member, please get in touch 

with us at the address above, or by 

phone or e-mail. 

Membersh ip  o f  th e  Fr i ends  


