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2013 Fete was a 
Resounding  Success 

This year’s Hospital Fete, held on August Bank Holiday, was an enormous suc-
cess. The final net amount raised exceeded £16,000 – a record figure!  This will be 

used to support the much appreciated 
Day Care facilities offered to local 
people. 
The Friends’ new Patron, Mrs Sara 
Stonor, Vice Lord Lieutenant of East 

Sussex, opened the Fete and toured all 
the attractions. She can be seen admir-
ing the assault course in the photograph 
above. The Committee had  extended 
the number of activities aimed at chil-
dren which proved a popular move. The 
weather was perfect which encouraged people to stay on and enjoy the variety of 
refreshments on offer, as well as making their purchases and enjoying the fun.  

Next Newsletter 
The next Newsletter will be 
published in February.                          
Contributions are always    
welcomed and the deadline 
for any articles or advertise-
ments of events is  January 
31st. 
 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR  
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The 2013 Hospital Fete (August 26th) raised more 
than £16,000 – an all-time record --  thanks to the 
perfect Bank Holiday weather, the amazing gener-
osity of the people of Crowborough, and a lot of 
hard work by stallholders and volunteers. Evelyn 
Wickham, with Rosemary Russell, held a post-fete 
Jumble Sale on October 19th  and swelled this fig-
ure to past £16,500.  
The result is a clear demonstration of the great im-
portance of the hospital and birthing unit to Crow-
borough residents who turn out in their thousands 
every year to support the hospital through this 
event.  The community support for the fete could not 
be stronger, with local businesses this year contrib-
uting some £1,200 to the costs of putting on the 
event and volunteers – including a group from the 
Waitrose Community Support Scheme – provided 
substantial support before the event and on the day 
itself. 
This year’s fete had a slightly different look.  A new 
Kids’  Zone, with an amazing two-lane bouncy as-
sault course as its centrepiece, grouped toys, puz-
zles and face-painting stalls, along with Jimmy the 
Jester, into a vibrant family friendly area. 
For the first time the Book Stall was moved from its 
traditional marquee into Grove House which it 
shared with the Cake Stall and the Art Group. This 
proved to be a huge success; the Book stall (with 
certain categories linked to appropriate stalls e.g. 
gardening books with the plant stall) maintained its 

high level of profit and the Cake Stall sold out.  Im-
portantly, too, the arrangement was well-received 
by fete-goers and resulted in a £600 saving in mar-
quee hire costs.  
Reporting to stallholders at the Fete Wash-up Meet-
ing (October 16th),  Janie  Hooper, chair of the 
Fete Committee, thanked all the volunteers and 
stallholders.  However, she had special words of 
praise for Evelyn Wickham and her helpers whose 
Bric-à-brac Stall on its own raised nearly £4,000, 
double the figure for 2012.  She also warmly 
thanked Clive Schwarz, Hospital Services Manager, 
who helped the Fete Committee enormously  and 
for whom nothing was too much trouble.  
Janie also reported that she and her fellow Fete 
Committee members, Elaine Cox, Roger Bishop and 
Janet Benison were standing down – although re-
maining ‘on hand’ to help the new committee in 
many ways, including meeting business sponsorship 
targets for 2014.  
The Fete Committee for 2014 is being jointly 
chaired by Nina and Ricky Booth whose contact 
details are:  Telephone: 01892 652151. Email: 
n b o o t h @ b t c o n n e c t . c o m  ( N i n a )  a n d 
boothcvms@btinternet.com (Ricky).  They are al-
ready exploring new ideas for 2014 including a 
fresh produce stall.  

Roger Bishop 

Report from the Fete Committee 

Fete profits reach a new high 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jimmy the Jester passes on some of his skills to youngsters 
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CHRISTMAS IS COMINGCHRISTMAS IS COMINGCHRISTMAS IS COMINGCHRISTMAS IS COMING....    

Christmas has arrived in the shop.Christmas has arrived in the shop.Christmas has arrived in the shop.Christmas has arrived in the shop.            

    

    

    

    

    

    

There are cards, diaries, wrapping paper 
and lots of small gifts in addition to the 
usual stock of sweets, cakes, jams, honey, 
preserves and eggs. Hand knitted items 
such as baby clothes as well as books and 
toys would make lovely gifts. The shop is 
ready and the friendly staff waiting.  All that 
is missing is you, the customers!  Please 
visit the shop which is just inside the main 
hospital entrance and is open from 10 ‘til 4 
every weekday. It’s a real Aladdin’s cave! 

 

 
 
 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTSFORTHCOMING EVENTSFORTHCOMING EVENTSFORTHCOMING EVENTS    
 

The Friends of Crowborough Hospital have a stall at  
Beacon Christmas Fayre at the Community College  

Saturday 23 November 10am - 4pm  
 

Singing for Fun Concert  
 Monday 16 December at 7.30 at All Saints Church 

 
Salvation Army Carol Concert  

 Wednesday 18th at 7.45pm at All Saints old church hall. 
 

These are first class celebrations of Christmas  
and a great way to get well into the seasonal swing. 
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AROUND THE HOSPITAL 

WARD NEWS  
 
Many thanks to The Friends for the two Baxter IV Machines that we now have to use. We are in the proc-
ess of being trained by the Baxter Company and then we will be able to offer to inpatients and outpatients 
an IV Therapy Pathway. This is a way of giving intravenous medication instead of oral and is usually used 
with antibiotics. It ensures that the patient is getting the medication more quickly which enables the person 
to feel better quicker. Our GPs and community pharmacist are all in favour of our  offering this service.  
As everyone is aware we are only able to use 14 of our beds due to current financial restrictions in the 
trust. We still take patients directly from the community via their doctor if they are appropriate for us.     
As Xmas will soon be upon us, the ward will be having a raffle and if anyone has anything to donate we 
would be most grateful.   
               

Ann Ferdinands    
Ward Sister 

Rachel West, team leader, explained about the work 
of the SPMH service in our May 2013 issue and has 
provided the following update: 
 

Report on Quarter 2 - July to September 2013 

Referrals/ Activity 
The quarter two referrals totalled 77- which is in 
keeping with previous quarters. Now an established 
service we operate on a needs led service delivery 
model- and aim to triage referrals on a weekly basis 
to ensure that those at highest risk receive compre-
hensive input- while those referrals that do not meet 
our criteria for face to face contact but require sign-
posting/ advice are also responded to in a timely 
fashion. This has been achieved this quarter with 42 
women referred having SPMHS input but also being 
discharged in the same quarter.  
35 of the new referrals required ongoing treatment 
and monitoring and will be added to our follow up 
case load in the next quarter - totalling 95 women 
who are currently accessing SPMHS in East Sussex 
at the start of October 2013. 
Presenting Diagnosis  
The main reason for referral continues to be around 
depression, either in pregnancy or postnatally. We 
continue to work in partnership with Health in Mind 
to ensure women access the therapeutic input they 
require around anxiety presentations as well as 
treatment for depression. We have a relationship 
with the primary care service that enables our cli-
ents to access both services simultaneously to meet 
their needs. 

 
 
 
Mother and Baby Admissions 
This quarter has seen 102 bed days used on three 
admissions (two of the women were admitted last 
quarter and concluded their treatment). SPMHS of-
ten have a plan that includes a crisis plan of admis-
sion to the mother and baby unit- we had several 
women on standby this quarter and no admissions 
required. All three women treated in the MBU were 
known to SPMHS prior to admission.  
Looking at the Trust Wide overview (East and West 
Sussex and Brighton and Hove) of recent years pre-
pared by Olly Ainsley, Finance Specialist, the ad-
missions trust wide are lower than  would be ex-
pected compared to national statistics, with Sussex 
Partnership bed days for August being the second 
lowest recorded in the six years of reporting shown. 
Training and Communication 
We continue to offer a range of colleagues the op-
portunity to spend time with our team- and we are 
pleased to be offering both nursing and occupa-
tional therapy students a placement with us. Both 
students started their placements with us this quar-
ter and we will look forward to their feedback on 
SPMHS as a placement/ training provider.  
 
 

Rachel West  
Perinatal Team Leader 

SPECIALIST PERINATAL MENTAL HEALTH SERVICE  



 

Page 5 Volume 11 Issue 4 

UPDATE 
On Sunday 3rd November, a group of well over 150 
mums with young children and other supporters met 
at the hospital to explain to the BBC and the Cou-
rier their strength of feeling about the closures that 
have been inflicted recently on the Birth Centre.  
The Friends’ have agreed to help them with the cost 
of getting a smart banner produced for future use. 

 

BIRTHING CENTRE NEWS 
The Friends of Crowborough Hospital have been active this month in objecting to the sudden closure of 
the Birthing Centre which caught everyone by surprise.  The Friends have been trying very hard to sup-
port our wonderful birthing centre and its amazing staff and to help increase its use.  We have been pay-
ing for publicity material which the staff can distribute and take to baby fairs to promote the Birthing 
Centre.  We also give every mother a teddy bear for her baby and we supply pieces of equipment to assist 
staff and we supply small comforts for mothers. 
It was therefore a complete shock to hear on the evening of October 30th that the Centre was closing next 
day so that midwives could cover for a shortage of midwives at Hastings.  The staff were told that after-
noon by the East Sussex Hospitals Trust (ESHT) which runs the hospital along with Eastbourne, Hastings 
and other community hospitals. This was being done without any consultation with the staff themselves, 
the doctors or the mothers.  The staff  give their all to the unit and you can imagine how they were feeling.  
They love working in a community based unit and being transferred to a big acute hospital was not a 
pleasant surprise. 
Following frantic activity early next day to establish as much of the true situation as possible, it appeared 
that the unit would close over the weekend and re-open on Monday November 4th for a week, but no-one 
knew what would happen after that.  A management team was due to visit during the week. 
The media got hold of the story and local BBC TV were on the case by 10am.  I gave an interview for lo-
cal BBC TV news that morning and a radio interview next day. 
In the meantime, the Clinical Commissioning Group which pays for the services, and who had also been 
kept in the dark, became very active.  They have contracts in place which were not being fully honoured. 
I am pleased to say that by the end of October 31st, the story was changing.  We were being reassured by 
ESHT that the closure of the Birthing Centre was not going to extend beyond November 2nd. 
The Friends have been particularly concerned because any threat of closure of the Birthing Centre cre-
ates uncertainty and reduces confidence in those who use it.  We know that mothers love the opportunity 
to deliver at Crowborough and those who have to deliver at a big hospital still like to attend their ante 
natal clinics locally.  We also believe it is essential for patient choice to be able to deliver in a local unit 
like Crowborough.  We are doing our utmost to restore the long term future of the unit and therefore give 
mothers the confidence to carry on using our flagship service and enjoy the benefits it offers to mothers, 
babies and families. 
 
Chantal Wilson 
Chairman, Friends of Crowborough Hospital 
31 October 2013 

 
MINOR INJURIES UNIT 
 
The MIU has also been hit by staffing shortages and has had to be closed on a number of occasions re-
cently. Obviously this causes inconvenience and distress to patients who turn up expecting to receive the 
usual fantastic care and have to be sent to either Uckfield or Tunbridge Wells. We sincerely hope that this 
excellent and much used facility will soon be fully operational once more. 
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OUTPATIENTS DEPT. 
 
Mr Cook’s Retirement 

Mr Cook, who has been coming here as a Consultant from Maidstone 
and Tunbridge Wells hospital for the last 27 years has decided to 
hang up his white coat and stethoscope and retire from  NHS practice.  
Mr Cook has worked for the NHS since 1974 and at MTW as a Con-
sultant General Surgeon for 27 years. 
He is held in the highest regard by the outpatients staff; an 
old~school surgeon who has tremendous personal empathy with pa-
tients and staff.  He will be very sadly missed by all his Crowborough 
patients, nurses and staff in outpatients. We wish him a long and 

happy retirement and send our good wishes to him and his family.  

Cordelia Stocks , Medical Secretary, Outpatients Department 

DONATIONS 
Collection boxes with a total of 
£526.52 were returned by: 
Mother India 
Constitutional club 
The Friends’ Shop 
Day Care 
This & That 
Crowborough Social Club 
Chappells Pharmacy 
A B & C shoe repairers 
The Wheatsheaf 
We are most grateful to these 
businesses and their customers 
 

Memorial donations totalling 
£190 were received in respect of: 
 
The father of Mrs Ward 
 
Mr Reginald James Anderson 
 
Mr Leslie Diprose 
 
We extend our gratitude and con-
dolences to the families and 
friends of these people. 
 
 
 

Individual subscriptions and 
donations amounted to £455. 
 
 
Group Donations 
Crowborough Tennis & Squash 
Club held an old fashioned 
wooden racquets club afternoon 
which raised £35 
  
Toys knitted by Audrey Bateley 
of Rumsey Court made £20 
 
Martlets Court donated £179.92 
 
A picture painted by Ms Cordelia 
Stocks was sold and raised 
£16.25 
 
Mayfield supporters held a tea 
party and raised £288.70 
 
Wednesday Fellowship Group 
sent £40 
Flower pens sold by Grove 
House made £27 
 
We thank all our supporters for 
their generous donations and for 
their time . 
 

PURCHASES MADE as at 
23/10/13 
Vital signs device for general 
ward (£1000) 
Patient stand and transfer aid for 
Xray and OPD (£750) 
Digital camera for podiatry 
(£100) 
Infusion pumps for the general 
ward  (£3500) 
 

REQUESTS AGREED 
FOR FUNDING 
Birthing Centre have requested  6 
special cots which do not have a 
clinical appearance but which 
attach securely to the mother’s 
bed for ease of access for the 
mother without her getting out of 
bed. (£1830) 
Outpatients have requested an 
Otoscope - an instrument to in-
spect the inside of ears prior to 
treatment in order to identify and 
diagnose ear problems (£400) 
Physiotherapy requested an Up-
per Limb Exerciser (£60) 

DONATIONS AND PURCHASES  August—October 
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VOLUNTEERS’ NEWS 
 
REMINDER -  all volunteers are asked to contact Julie Scott  if they cannot Volunteer on a particular 
day for whatever reason ie on holiday, off sick or they no longer wish to volunteer. 
  
We need to recruit more Volunteers to help out on the Ward, answering phones, photocopying etc and also 
to help with the ipad and patient survey. This could be any time on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, also 
Wednesday am and Friday afternoons. 
 
Julie Scott  
Asst. Voluntary Services Manager 

01892 603110 
 
 
 
 
GARDENING 
ESHT estates are not able to maintain the new garden outside the ward as well as we would like.  It would 
benefit from a small team of volunteer gardeners to look after it;  ideally a group of people who would be 
prepared to take on total responsibility.  It would only need an hour or two a week and could be at any time 
of day.  Please contact the Friends’ Office.   



 

C a r i n g  f o r  t h e  H e a r t  
o f  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  

Friends of  Crowborough Hospital 
Crowborough Hospital                     
South View Road                            
Crowborough                                            
TN6 1HB   
Phone: 01892 664626                        
Fax:     07092 865667                                
Email:  info@foch.org.uk                        
Web:   www.foch.org.uk  
Registered Charity No. 231379       
Inland Revenue Charity Code: 
YAF88PG 

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  
 
We thank students from Grove Park 6th form who assist with 
the post-printing production and mailing of this newsletter. 
As a part of their work experience programme, they staple, 
fold, envelope, label, stamp and post out copies. 

Dona t ions  /  M e mbersh ip  
 

I/we would like to make a donation to support the work of the Friends of 
Crowborough Hospital.  
Our donation includes a £10 membership subscription   (yes/no). 
I/we enclose a donation of £ .....................  
The Friends may reclaim tax ...........! (Gift Aid) 
Name    .................................................................................................. 
Address  ...............................................................................................  
   .............................................................................................. 
Post Code ...............................                                                   
Telephone ................................................ 
E-mail    ................................................................................. 
Date    …………………... 
 

Please send details of how I/We may make regular donations  (Standing Order)                    
Donations should be returned to:                                                                                                                  
Friends of Crowborough Hospital                                                                                                             
Crowborough Hospital                                                                                                                           
South View Road                                                                                                                             
Crowborough TN6 1HB                                                                                    Nov‘13 

 
Office Opening Times 

The Friends’ Office is   usu-
ally open Mon — Fri morn-
ings and occasionally at 
other times. If we are closed, 
please leave a message; writ-
ten, telephone or   e-mail and 
we will contact  you as soon 
as we are able. 
Mail can be left in the black 
letterbox outside the office. 
 
 
 

We hope that those of you who are 
not already Members would be in-
terested in joining the Friends.  
Membership is just £10 a year, or 
you can become a life Member for 
a larger sum. If you would like de-
tails of this, please get in touch. 
If you would like to pay by stand-
ing order, we would be happy to 
arrange this for you.                                     
 

For those who are tax payers we can 
arrange (at no cost to yourself) for the 
Inland Revenue to make an additional 
payment to us equal to the amount of 
tax that you would have paid on your 
donation or membership (Gift  Aid). In 
this way, your donation can be of even 
greater value.  Changes made by the 
Inland Revenue in respect of how Self 
Assessment tax forms are completed 
for charitable donations mean you will 
need the Code (shown above) if you 
complete such a form. 

As a Member you can be as in-
volved as you wish, joining one of 
the committees, or just supporting 
the work of the Friends by attend-
ing events during the year. 
If you would like further informa-
tion on any aspect of the Friends or 
would like to become a volunteer 
or a Member, please get in touch 
with us at the address above, or by 
phone or e-mail. 

M e mb e r s h i p  o f  t h e  F r i e n d s  


