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Mr Richard Hallett, Mr Richard Hallett, Mr Richard Hallett, Mr Richard Hallett, trustee and vice president of the Friends of Crowborough 

Hospital and long time campaigner for maternity services, has been appointed 

an MBE “for Services to Midwifery and Parents” in recognition of his determi-

nation to improve choice for pregnant women.  

Richard played a large part during 

Crowborough Birthing Centre’s pio-

neering change from GP to midwife-

led care in 1997 but his work has not 

been limited to the local area; he has 

written papers using the Centre as a 

model and contributed to  “Birth Cen-

tres - A Social Model for Maternity 

Care” edited by Mavis Kirkham.  
Picture courtesy of Kent and Sussex Courier 
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Midwives, who nominated him for the 

honour, said he had been crucial in 

keeping the popular centre open and 

recently Mr Hallett has spearheaded 

the fight to boost birthing figures at 

the Centre. He remains optimistic that 

births at the centre could rise, from 

around 250 a year to 400, a figure 

which would make it more financially 

viable and secure its future. The num-

ber of births at the centre has fallen 

since the scanning machine was re-

moved in 2010, with many women 

instead opting to give birth at the hos-

pital where their scan was carried out. 

As we reported recently, a new scan-

ner has been obtained with financial 

support from  FoCH and, while it is not 

yet being used 

for obstetric scanning, Richard says 

"We are constantly nagging East Sus-

sex Healthcare NHS Trust to restart 

scanning at Crowborough and I'm 

hopeful things will soon change."  

At a recent meeting, the FoCH com-

mittee wholeheartedly congratulated 

Richard Hallett on his richly deserved 

MBE in the New Year Honours List.  

Richard explained some of the back-

ground and his national connections 

with maternity services, all of which 

he carries out as a volunteer.  Among 

others, Richard had received con-

gratulations from Sara Stoner, the 

Vice Lord Lieutenant of East Sussex, 

who said that her children had been 

born at Crowborough Hospital.   
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Around the Hospital 

Estates and PremisesEstates and PremisesEstates and PremisesEstates and Premises  
The Project and Property Management Team have many projects planned for Crowborough Hospital, 

to be completed by end of March 2013: 

• Re-flooring of X-Ray Dept patient waiting area, to comply with Infection Control require-
ments, and other refurbishments to the dept. 

• Re-flooring of Birthing Centre Dining Room and Main Office. 
• Re-flooring to Friends of Crowborough Hospital shop and office. 
• Development of second Sluice Room on the Ward and other bathroom refurbishments.  
• New Hotel Services Store. 
• Improved Fire Exit ramp - Birthing Centre and Physio. 
• Replacement condensing unit in Plant Room. 
• Improved Heating/Cooling system to Ward Conservatory. 
• External redecorations and cleaning of block paving  (Grove House) 
• Replacement of central heating boilers (Grove House)  
• Many other maintenance and repair projects to all buildings on the site. 

 
Improvements to the Birthing Centre and Physio fire exit ramps will be commencing in January, and 
therefore the car park adjacent to these areas will be mostly closed for contractors' use from that 
date onwards until end February. Due to contractors' vehicles, skips and safety fencing on site, there 
will be a fairly substantial shortage of car parking facilities at the hospital and Grove House,           

particuarly for the months of January and February.  

Please could the front hospital car park and the front row of spaces in Grove House car park be kept 

specifically for patients.  

Many thanks, on behalf of ESHT Project & Property Management, for your co-operation in helping to 

make these improvements to our buildings and facilities. 

Lindsay Ransome 
Premises Liaison Manager 

 

On the subject of parking at the hospital, it is worth noting that there is no charge for parking at Crow-

borough Hospital – a fact that is often favourably commented upon by visitors and patients.         (Ed.)                       

Crowborough Birthing CentreCrowborough Birthing CentreCrowborough Birthing CentreCrowborough Birthing Centre    
We have had a good Christmas and New Year at 
the birthing centre. No Christmas or New Year 
babies but two babies born on the eve of both 
events. It is always a joyous time of year and the 
staff work hard to make it feel like home from 

home. 

The very good and exciting news is that of Rich-
ard Hallett who was awarded an MBE for ser-
vices to midwifery and parents.  He has been in-
strumental at keeping our unit open.  He has 
helped other units throughout the UK to keep 
open.  He is one of the heroes who usually do 
not get recognised, so we are all so pleased that 
now his hard work has been recognised.  Thank 

you to Richard. 

 

I would like to thank all the staff who have given 
up their time to man the unit over the festive pe-
riod, as one member of the public said ‘if it was-

n’t for you lot, we wouldn’t have CBC!’ 

We have had to say goodbye to Margaret Aslin 
retiring from the NHS after nearly 30 years. She 
has worked for many years at the birthing centre 
and has contributed many things both to the 
women she has supported and to the staff she 
has worked with. We will all miss her but wish 
her well with being a granny and with her new-

found freedom! 

Debbie Gowers 
Supervisor of Midwives 
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 a fact that is often favourably commented upon by visitors and patients.         (Ed.)                                                                      

Minor Injuries UnitMinor Injuries UnitMinor Injuries UnitMinor Injuries Unit    

Sister Norma Johnston, Sister Norma Johnston, Sister Norma Johnston, Sister Norma Johnston, Emergency Nurse Practitioner, recently 

left Crowborough Minor Injuries Unit to take up a similar post at 

Lewes Hospital Minor Injuries Unit. She worked at Crowborough 

for 11 years and says that she has “enjoyed every moment”. 

Norma will be very much missed by staff and patients. She has 

always been calm, patient and professional and especially reas-

suring to the parents of young children who she says “very often 

need treating as much as their child does.”  We wish her well in 

her new position.  

Hospital ShopHospital ShopHospital ShopHospital Shop    
The Hospital Shop recently had a new floor fitted and the staff took the opportunity to rearrange the 
display shelves. There have been many positive comments about this and everyone agrees that the 
floor is a great improvement. If the shop has been closed when you have visited it during the bad 
weather, we hope you will understand that it has not always been possible for our volunteers to get 
there safely.  One of our volunteers, Jill Hart, fell and broke her wrist and we wish her a speedy recov-
ery. We also had to postpone our Christmas lunch until February so fingers crossed that the snow 

doesn’t come back! 

Takings in the shop are slightly up on this time last year and we hope that the present parking restric-
tions at the hospital will not affect this – we rely on our customers returning regularly. We have good 

stocks of local honey, homemade marmalades and chutneys and Easter cards have recently arrived.  

We are looking for a small table for the shop about 24" x 18" (sorry I am still in feet and inches!) If 

anybody can help us with this, please contact the Friends’ Office.  

Maureen Bagwell 

First of all, the Voluntary Services Team would 

like to wish you all a Happy New Year!! 

As you may know I had the misfortune to break 
my wrist at the beginning of November, which 
meant I was away from the office until the begin-
ning of the New Year. I was sorry not to be able 
to wish you all a Merry Christmas, but hope that 
all went well for you and that your Christmas was 

a good one. 

Whilst the winter is still very much with us and 
there is the temptation to linger by the fireside, 
we find ourselves looking forward to the advent 
of spring, when the days are a little longer and 
we feel more inclined to venture out and enjoy 
the brighter days. With this in mind, we are look-
ing into the possibility of holding an event in the 
Spring when we hope as many of you as possible 
will be able to attend, taking the opportunity to 

catch up with friends and colleagues and receive  

our thanks for all that you do, through the com-
mitment you make in fulfilling your various volun-

teer roles. 

On a final note we are currently looking for Vol-
unteers to sit at the Meet & Greet desk to wel-
come visitors and patients to the Crowborough 
Hospital and provide them with directions to 
their particular destinations.  If you, or someone 
you know, would like to find out about this Wel-
comer volunteer role or volunteering in general 
with the East Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust, 
please contact me Monday – Thursday on 
01892 603110 or my email address is 

Julie.Scott@esht.nhs.uk 

We in Voluntary Services, thank you again for all 

your support!!! 

 Corinne France                                           Julie Scott  

Voluntary Services Manager              Assistant Voluntary Services Manager  

Eastbourne DGH, Havens & Weald                     

Volunteers’ News 
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Past Events 
Beacon Christmas Fair.Beacon Christmas Fair.Beacon Christmas Fair.Beacon Christmas Fair. Those who attended and manned the stall felt that it was a very worth-
while occasion as well as being preferable to being outside on a December day! The sum of £155 was 

raised and a provisional booking has been made for next year. 

The Singing for Fun Concert The Singing for Fun Concert The Singing for Fun Concert The Singing for Fun Concert was a very enjoyable evening with Christmas music and carols 
for all tastes. Donations for entrance and for refreshments raised £898. This was the first occasion on 
which people were offered the chance to make their donation in a gift aid envelope, which many 

agreed to do, resulting in £110 more than would otherwise have been raised.  

The Salvation Army Carol Concert The Salvation Army Carol Concert The Salvation Army Carol Concert The Salvation Army Carol Concert was    another    festive evening which was enjoyed by all 
who attended and who joined in heartily with the singing! This event raised £230 including Gift Aid        

Our grateful thanks go to those who manned the stall, to the Singing for Fun Group, to The Salvation 

Army Band and to Miriam Boobier and helpers who organised the refreshments for the two evenings.    

How Gift Aid worksHow Gift Aid worksHow Gift Aid worksHow Gift Aid works    
The Gift Aid scheme is for gifts of money by individuals who pay UK tax. Charities take your donation - which is 
money you've already paid tax on - and reclaim the basic rate tax from HM Revenue & Customs on its 'gross' 
equivalent - the amount before basic rate tax was deducted. Basic rate tax is 20 per cent, so this means that if 

you give £10 using Gift Aid, it’s worth £12.50 to the charity.                                                                        (HMRC)              

 

Donations 

Golfers’ DonationGolfers’ DonationGolfers’ DonationGolfers’ Donation    
As reported in May 2012, FoCH is very grateful to have been the charity 
chosen to receive donations during the year of office of the lady captain 
of Crowborough Beacon Golf Club. Penny Tyrell’s year has now ended 
and she presented a cheque for   £9358 to Russell Wakefield, Trustee 
of FoCH. The money raised has already been used for a gazebo in the 
newly landscaped patients’ garden and a brass plaque marking this 

wonderful donation will be placed in the gazebo. 

Penny chose FoCH as her charity because it is local charity and she has 

had family links with Crowborough Hospital. Her fund raising efforts in-

cluded a sponsored walk, filling Smartie tubes with 20ps, guess the 

name of the golfer clown and other sponsorship and donations. 

Other Donations Other Donations Other Donations Other Donations     
 

Waitrose collecting box - £73.32 

St Thomas’ Christmas Fair - £100 

Martletts Court communal card - £40 

Salvation Army concert -  £230 

Singing for Fun concert - £898 

Friar Tuck branch of Foresters -  £250 

St Michael and All Angels parish charity - £176 

Mayfield coffee morning - £305  

Other individual donations amounting to £475 

    
We are most grateful for all these donations 
which enable the Friends to continue to support 

the patients and staff of Crowborough Hospital. 

 

 

We also extend our grateful thanks for a memo-

rial donation of £200 and our sincere condo-

lences to Mrs Vera Wharton whose husband 

passed away recently. 
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Forthcoming events 
Hospital Fete goes onlineHospital Fete goes onlineHospital Fete goes onlineHospital Fete goes online    
New ideas aimed at year round fundNew ideas aimed at year round fundNew ideas aimed at year round fundNew ideas aimed at year round fund----raising and raised awarenessraising and raised awarenessraising and raised awarenessraising and raised awareness 

(HMRC)                                                                                                                                                                                         

The arrival of new, younger, volunteers on the 
Hospital Fete Committee has resulted in a crop of 
ideas aimed at increasing awareness around the 
hospital in the community, raising revenue 
throughout the year, and maximising visitor enjoy-

ment and profit on the Fete day itself. 

First, we are in the process of registering the 
Friends organisation with MissionFish – eBay’s 
charity partner – providing an exciting new reve-
nue stream. It works like this: when an item is 
sold on eBay there is an option to donate a per-
centage of the final selling price to a MissionFish-
registered charity. Regular eBay buyers, on the 
other hand, can go directly to a chosen charity’s 
page to see all listings associated with it. eBay 
makes a donation, too, by waiving a proportion of 

its commission fees.  

The committee believes the eBay charity page 
could prove to be a good forum for selling high 
quality items donated to the hospital fete and 
one that will appeal to a younger age group. 
Plans are being drawn up to publicise the idea 
widely in the Crowborough area and at the Fete 
itself on Bank Holiday Monday, 26th August. The 
registered charity name will be Friends of Crow-
borough Hospital. To find out more visit:     

http://pages.ebay.co.uk/ebayforcharity/sell.html 

Expect to see the eBay opportunity publicised 
prominently on the new Friends of Crowborough 
Hospital Facebook page – the second online idea 
being introduced. Hopefully, existing Friends sup-
porters who have Facebook accounts will join this 
group and, in turn, invite their own Facebook 
friends to join, too. The resulting ‘network’ will, 

over time, do much to keep the Friends’ work in 
the public eye. To protect privacy the Friends’ 
Facebook page is a ‘closed group’ which means 
that content can only be viewed by group mem-
bers and membership will have to be confirmed 
by an administrator. Other members cannot ac-
cess personal information, an individual’s own 
Facebook posts or status updates, so long as pri-

vacy settings are used.  

Sponsorship from local businesses made an im-
portant contribution to the fixed costs of putting 
on 2012 fete and the committee plans to expand 
this opportunity ahead of this year’s event. To 
this end, we have drawn up a much longer list of 
potential sponsors who we will be contacting in 
the coming weeks and months. We are also hop-
ing to persuade one local firm to cover the cost of 
a brand new feature being planned for the Fete – 
the Kids’ Zone. We are grouping together several 
attractions – the very popular Jimmy the Jester, 
the ‘Human Fruit Machine’, Coconut Shy, Face 
Painting, Toy Sales and Children’s Books – and 
adding a big feature such as a ‘bouncy assault 
course’ to create a special area for both children 

and their parents to enjoy.   

Controlling the fixed costs is a continuing chal-
lenge for the Fete Committee and, this year, we 
hoping to rely less on the hire of marquees and 
covered stalls by asking people, instead, to lend 
us their garden gazebos. So, if you have a large 
garden gazebo that you could spare for the day, 

please contact Elaine Cox on 01892-661034. 

Roger Bishop, Fete Committee 

Key datesKey datesKey datesKey dates    

Spring Stallholders’ Meeting Spring Stallholders’ Meeting Spring Stallholders’ Meeting Spring Stallholders’ Meeting  Saturday 6th April, 10.00am at the hospital to share information, 
exchange ideas and bring the Fete’s most important group of volunteers up to date with plans 

for the 2013 Fete.  

Street collection: Street collection: Street collection: Street collection: Saturday 10th August. 

Summer Stallholders’ Meeting:  Summer Stallholders’ Meeting:  Summer Stallholders’ Meeting:  Summer Stallholders’ Meeting:  Saturday 10th August, 2.30pm, at the hospital. 

Raffle tickets Raffle tickets Raffle tickets Raffle tickets being sold in supermarkets: Saturday 17th August. 

Crowborough Hospital Fete: Crowborough Hospital Fete: Crowborough Hospital Fete: Crowborough Hospital Fete: Monday 26th August 

 



 

 

Dona t ions  /  Membersh ip  
 

I/we would like to make a donation to support the work of the Friends of 

Crowborough Hospital.  

Our donation includes a £10 membership subscription   (yes/no). 

I/we enclose a donation of £ .....................  

The Friends may reclaim tax ...........❏ (Gift Aid) 

Name    .................................................................................................. 

Address  ...............................................................................................  

   .............................................................................................. 

Post Code ...............................                                                   

Telephone ................................................ 

E-mail    ................................................................................. 

Date    …………………... 

 

Please send details of how I/We may make regular donations ❏ (Standing Order)                     

Donations should be returned to:                                                                                                                  
Friends of Crowborough Hospital                                                                                                             
Crowborough Hospital                                                                                                                           
South View Road                                                                                                                             
Crowborough TN6 1HB                                                                                     Feb ‘13 

 

Office Opening Times 

The Friends’ Office is   usu-

ally open Mon — Fri morn-

ings and occasionally at 

other times. If we are closed, 

please leave a message; writ-

ten, telephone or   e-mail and 

we will contact  you as soon 

as we are able. 

Mail can be left in the black 

letterbox outside the office. 

 

 

 

We hope that those of you who are 

not already Members would be 

interested in joining the Friends.  

Membership is just £10 a year, or 

you can become a life Member for 

a larger sum. If you would like 

details of this, please get in touch. 

If you would like to pay by stand-

ing order, we would be happy to 

arrange this for you. 

 

For those who are tax payers we can 

arrange (at no cost to yourself) for the 

Inland Revenue to make an additional 

payment to us equal to the amount of 

tax that you would have paid on your 

donation or membership (Gift  Aid). 

In this way, your donation can be of 

even greater value.  Changes made by 

the Inland Revenue in respect of how 

Self Assessment tax forms are com-

pleted for charitable donations mean 

you will need the Code (shown above) 

if you complete such a form. 

As a Member you can be as in-

volved as you wish, joining one of 

the committees, or just supporting 

the work of the Friends by attend-

ing events during the year. 

If you would like further informa-

tion on any aspect of the Friends or 

would like to become a volunteer 

or a Member, please get in touch 

with us at the address above, or by 

phone or e-mail. 

Membersh ip  o f  th e  Fr i ends  

C a r i n g  f o r  t h e  H e a r t  

o f  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  

Friends of  Crowborough Hospital 

Crowborough Hospital                     
South View Road                            
Crowborough                                            
TN6 1HB   

Phone: 01892 664626                        
Fax:     07092 865667                                
Email:  info@foch.org.uk                        
Web:   www.foch.org.uk  

Registered Charity No. 231379      
Inland Revenue Charity Code: 
YAF88PG 

ObituaryObituaryObituaryObituary    

AndrewAndrewAndrewAndrew Harrison Hamer Harrison Hamer Harrison Hamer Harrison Hamer was a volunteer on the Meet and 
Greet desk for a number of years. Andrew died peacefully 
on 13th January 2013 aged 76 years. He will be sadly 
missed by his family and friends to whom we extend our 

sympathies. 

 

    

MiscellaneousMiscellaneousMiscellaneousMiscellaneous    

We thank students from Grove Park 6th form who assist 

with the post-printing production and mailing of this news-

letter. As a part of their work experience programme, they 

staple, fold, envelope, label, stamp and post copies. 


