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The August Bank Holiday Fete was, once again, a great success. In spite of the rain 
which threatened before the fete and fell before its end, hundreds of local people 
turned out to enjoy themselves and to support the great efforts made by the commit-
tee, organisers and stallholders.  
This year, the fete was organised by Janie Hooper (chairman), Janet Bennison, Roger 
Bishop & Elaine Cox, and the excellent sum of over £12,000 was raised.  
As well as raising funds for the hospital, local people enjoyed the chance to meet with 
friends and neighbours, to find a bargain, enjoy a cup of tea and cake, to have a flutter 
and to have some fun. 

  F r i e n d s ’  N e w s l e t t e r  

  Friends of  Crowborough Hospital V o l um e  10  I ss ue  4  

Attractions included: 
Crowborough Art Group 
Beer Tent 
Tombola (midwives) 
Books 
Bouncy Castle 
Bric-a-Brac 
Burger Van 
Lions—popcorn, candyfloss, &  
tombola 

 
Cakes 
CD/DVD's 
Children's Books 
Clothes 
Coconut Shy 
Dressed Dolls 
Face Painting 
Small furniture & household  
Frisbee Game 

Human Fruit Machine 
Ice Cream Van 
Jimmy the Juggler 
Plants 
Puzzzles 
Raffle 
Soft Furnishings & linen 
Staff Stall (nurses) 
Teas 
Toys 

Shop News 
Christmas 
stock is here, 
so do pop in 
to see what 
they have in 
the way of 
cards, wrap-
ping paper, 
calendars 
and gifts for 
all ages.  
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Fete Review Meeting held in the 
Day Centre on 20th October. 
A profit exceeding £12,000 this year and significant 
changes to the organisational structure for next 
year’s Crowborough Hospital Fete were announced 
at the Fete Review Meeting held in the Day Centre 
on 20th October.  
The meeting – exceptionally well attended by stall-
holders and helpers – heard of a determination to: 
increase future profits through increased sponsor-
ship; get more young people involved with the or-
ganising committee and the fete itself and introduce 
new ideas and money-making initiatives. 
Fete Committee chairman, Janie Hooper, reported 
that profit for the 2012 Fete was slightly down on 
expectations due to a heavy shower at 4pm which 
resulted in large numbers of visitors leaving the 
hospital grounds earlier than they may have done. 
In all, there were 30 stalls for visitors to enjoy plus 
four tables from which raffle tickets were sold. 
More than £1,400 worth of raffle tickets were sold 
on the day with a similar amount sold a week or 
two earlier on Raffle Day at Waitrose, Tesco, Mor-
risons and Sainsbury and, just ahead of the event, in 
local shops. The street collection on Saturday 11th 
August raised a slightly disappointing £350. There 
is a consensus that additional ‘tin rattlers’ in strate-
gic locations, and perhaps an extended collection 
period, could improve revenue from this source. 
Committee member Elaine Cox addressed the fu-

ture. She reported that the Fete Committee had re-
cruited two new young members who had already 
contributed some bright ideas and would be inviting 
some of their friends to help in the organisation and 
delivery of next year’s fete programme.  She also 
announced a stronger future relationship between 
the Fete Committee and the Crowborough Hospital 
Friends Committee. In the build-up to next year’s 
fete, a member of the Fete Committee will sit on 
the main Committee to aid ‘joined up thinking’ and 
to exchange ideas.  
On the fund-raising side, Mrs Cox reported that the 
Committee was looking to improve on the £800 
sponsorship raised this year from local businesses. 
This money offsets some of the costs of putting on 
the event – marquee hire etc. It is felt that many 
more local firms could be persuaded to contribute if 
the Fete Committee can put in place the right bene-
fits package for them. 
From the floor came the suggestion that people 
could lend to the fete their garden gazebos as a 
means of keeping marquee and shelter hire costs 
under control. This idea was enthusiastically 
adopted by the Fete Committee. 
The Hospital Friends’ Trustees are looking at a 
number of potential projects for the money raised 
by the 2012 Fete. One is the updating of the Birth-
ing Centre. 

Roger Bishop 
 

Forthcoming events 
Saturday 24th November –  we have a stall at Beacon Community College Fair from 
10am to4pm in the Beeches Main Hall . We will be there along with over 60 other stalls 
selling everything anyone could want for Christmas gifts and stocking fillers. 
  
Monday 10th December – Singing for Fun Concert at All Saints Church 7.30.      
The Friends will provide refreshments during the interval.   Proceeds to the hospital. 
 
Wednesday 12th December – Salvation Army Carol Concert at All Saints 7.45 
 -  a must have  start to the Christmas spirit in the All Saints Old Church Hall commenc-
ing at 7.45pm.  It is entertaining and enlivening with good old fashioned recognisable 
Christmas tunes and refreshments to follow. The organisers have been doing it for the 
benefit of the hospital for many years and really do deserve our support.  
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What goes on at Grove House?  

Unless you have used its services, you may have wondered                                                                               
what goes on at Grove House.  In fact, the building is used for                                                                                           
a large number of clinics and services: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

General Ward 
Staff of the General Ward have received some pulse oximeters. These were purchased in memory of pa-
tient Alan Terry who passed away recently. These are extremely useful pieces of equipment used daily 
by staff. Our condolences and thanks go to the relatives of Mr. Terry for this generous gift. 

Staff members are carrying out the 15 step challenge which is part of the productive care series for use 
within the East Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust Practice Development. This monitors quality from the pa-
tients perspective and looks at the quality of care under four categories; “Welcoming”, “Safe”, “Caring 
and Involving” and “Well - organised and Calm”. 

Retirement 

Brenda Gammon will retire on 30th Nov 2012. Brenda started work here as a healthcare assistant in 1999 
and for the last 5 years has been the ward housekeeper which is an integral part of the ward team. Brenda 
orders the meals for the patients, and organises the stores of linen, equipment etc. She will be missed so 
much and we will be having a tea party on the ward to celebrate and to wish her well in her retirement. 
(Thanks to Ann Ferdinands for General Ward news) 

Around the Hospital 

• Action for Change (alcohol 
problems) 

• Adult Mental Health Care 
(working age adults) 

• Alzheimers Society – Business 
support 

• CAMHS (Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health clinics) 

• CTRU (Cognitive Treatment & 
Research Unit) – Dementia 

• Dietetics 
• District Nurses 
• Health in Mind –                   

Psychotherapy  /  Cognitive Be-
haviour Therapy 

• Health Visitors – baby clinics 
and post natal courses 

• Memory Clinic (for over 65s) 
• Podiatry 

 
 
 
• Reception Office 
• School Nurses 
• Seminar Room for large meet-

ings 
• Smoking Cessation 
• Speech Therapy 

 

FoCH Committee Meetings 
During recent meetings of the Trustees and Committee of the Friends of Crowborough Hospital, it was 
agreed that Chantal Wilson would take over the chairmanship.  Grateful thanks were extended to Russell 
Wakefield for holding the position for so long.   

It was also agreed to appoint Richard Hallett as a vice president in order to give him appropriate author-
ity when he represents the Friends officially at outside events and meetings. 
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Crowborough Birthing Centre 
We have had a packed few months at CBC, new babies, happy parents and busy staff.  
Tracey Hunter and Hilary Lindsay won first prize in the Rotherfield Carnival with the WI.  They proc-
essed down the high street dressed up in 1950’s outfits,  reminding everyone that they have a fabulous 
Birthing Centre in their community. 
We also had a ‘tea party’ to commemorate a lovely Midwife Pam Scott who sadly passed away shortly 
after her retirement; she had worked quietly and with passion at CBC for many years.  Please do feel free 
to come into the unit to see the sculpture to remember her by.  
CBC has also been involved in attending a number of baby shows in the South East to make people aware 
that they have the choice of birth with us.  This is always received well and we get a lot of enquiries fol-
lowing this. 

We would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and an even better New Year!   

Thank you all for your never ending support for CBC. 

All the staff at CBC 

(Thanks to Debbie Gowers for CBC news) 

 

 

Purchases and Requests for Funding 

• A request has been received to purchase rechargable electric clippers for use in the ECG clinic to 
enable better ECG tracings to be obtained at a cost of £376 

• A request was made for around £200 for two swivel chairs for the new ENT clinic. These will make 
examinations easier and more comfortable for both patients and staff. 

• Rose Beds - A budget provision of £750 has been requested for Mike Eldred to buy plants and sun-
dries to renovate the rose bed.  It will be cleared, membrane put down, covered with chippings and 
planted with shrubs which are easy to maintain.  Mike has kindly secured volunteer labour. 

Donations 
The Waitrose collection raised £517  
 
Collection boxes were returned from:  
 
Rose and Crown  Martlett’s Court  
Shopping Basket   Friends Shop  
Budgens    Mother India  
Middle House   This and That  
Jasons’    Cork and Keg  
JK Gallery    Neville Court 
 
These amounted to £533.60 
 
United Church Wednesday Fellowship raised £50  
St John’s WI Coffee morning £200 
Other donations totalling £395 were received  
We are most grateful to our donors and collectors. 

 
 
 
In Memorium gifts were received in respect of: 
 
• Mr David Stevens   
• Mr Ronald Hay  
• Mr GWY Ashmore  
• Mrs Ruby Ward 
• Mrs Winifred Miller  
 
These amounted to £635 (including £240 specifi-
cally for the Day Centre) 
 
We send our grateful thanks and our condolences to 
the families and friends of these people. 
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Volunteers’ News 

East Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust Voluntary 
Services Department 
April 2011 saw the emergence of the new East Sus-
sex Healthcare NHS Trust that was to be the start 
of merging Acute and Community services across 
East Sussex.  
All of us involved in this have much to learn from 
our colleagues as we endeavour to unify our work-
ing practices and strive to achieve the best results 
possible within the existing financial climate.  
The Acute hospitals, Conquest at Hastings and the 
District General at Eastbourne, along with various 
clinics, have had a long established Voluntary Ser-
vices Department, that manages volunteer activity 
in those areas. We have now been tasked with ex-
tending the department in order to provide the same 
service to the volunteers that support services at 
Crowborough, Lewes, Uckfield and various clinics; 
this area will be collectively known as the Havens 
& Weald.  
The Voluntary Services office for the Havens and 
Weald will be based at Crowborough and  Julie 
Scott, who many of you will already know, has 
taken on the role of Assistant Voluntary Services 
Manager and I have been asked to extend my role 
to include Havens & Weald with Eastbourne DGH 
as the Voluntary Services Manager.   

 
Whilst change can often engender uncertainty, I do 
believe that it can also, if everyone works together, 
offer some exciting opportunities. Our new roles 
present both Julie and I with a fairly steep learning 
curve as we endeavour to gain a better insight into 
our respective roles and extended areas of responsi-
bility. However, with the wealth of knowledge and 
experience contained within the Voluntary Services 
team, along with the support and help of our dedi-
cated volunteers across the county, I am feeling 
very positive about the future. 
As I spend time over the coming months working 
at sites within Havens & Weald I am looking for-
ward to having the opportunity to meet many of the 
volunteers supporting services and learn about their 
various roles. Finally I would like to extend my 
thanks to those volunteers I met on my first visit to 
Crowborough hospital on the 31st October, for their 
warm welcome and patience as they kindly an-
swered my many questions. 
Best wishes to you all, 

Corinne France 

Voluntary Services Manager Eastbourne DGH, Havens & 
Weald 

Eastbourne District General Hospital -Telephone 01323 
417400 Ext. 4880 
Email Corinne.France@esht.nhs.uk 
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Obituary 
Ruby Ward passed away in Tunbridge Wells Hospital on 5th September at the great age 
of 94.  She was a dearly loved mother, grandmother and great-grandmother who will be 
greatly missed by all who knew her.  Ruby was a talented artist and, when younger, a 
ballet dancer. She was a hospital volunteer in the Day Centre and on the Meet and Greet 
desk for a number of years and will be known to many in that role. She had also been a 
patient on the general ward during her later months.  She is remembered as being 
“friendly, cheery and marvellous for her age.” We extend our condolences to all of 
Ruby’s family and friends.  

 

Priscilla Thornton, 87, died peacefully after a short illness on 25th September, with her 
family at her side. Her funeral was held in the chapel at Burrswood, Groombridge where 
she was a volunteer and had previously been a nurse. She also volunteered for decades 
in the Day Centre at Crowborough Hospital where, as a trained Red Cross Volunteer, 
she offered nail cutting, manicures, hand massage and some quality one to one attention 
to the clients. She was a “real lady” and will be much missed. We extend our condo-
lences to all of Priscilla’s family and friends. 



 

 

Dona t ions  /  M e mbersh ip  
 

I/we would like to make a donation to support the work of the Friends of 
Crowborough Hospital.  
Our donation includes a £10 membership subscription   (yes/no). 
I/we enclose a donation of £ .....................  
The Friends may reclaim tax ...........! (Gift Aid) 
Name    .................................................................................................. 
Address  ...............................................................................................  
   .............................................................................................. 
Post Code ...............................                                                   
Telephone ................................................ 
E-mail    ................................................................................. 
Date    …………………... 
 

Please send details of how I/We may make regular donations  (Standing Order)                     
Donations should be returned to:                                                                                                                  
Friends of Crowborough Hospital                                                                                                             
Crowborough Hospital                                                                                                                           
South View Road                                                                                                                             
Crowborough TN6 1HB                                                                                     Nov ‘ 12 

 
Office Opening Times 

The Friends’ Office is   
usually open Mon — Fri 
mornings and occasionally 
at other times. If we are 
closed, please leave a mes-
sage; written, telephone or   
e-mail and we will contact  
you as soon as we are able. 
Mail can be left in the 
black letterbox outside the 
office. 

We hope that those of you who 
are not already Members would 
be interested in joining the 
Friends.  
Membership is just £10 a year, or 
you can become a life Member for 
a larger sum. If you would like 
details of this, please get in touch. 
If you would like to pay by stand-
ing order, we would be happy to 
arrange this for you. 

For those who are tax payers we can 
arrange (at no cost to yourself) for the 
Inland Revenue to make an additional 
payment to us equal to the amount of 
tax that you would have paid on your 
donation or membership (Gift  Aid). 
In this way, your donation can be of 
even greater value.  Changes made by 
the Inland Revenue in respect of how 
Self Assessment tax forms are com-
pleted for charitable donations mean 
you will need the Code (shown 
above) if you complete such a form. 

As a Member you can be as in-
volved as you wish, joining one of 
the committees, or just supporting 
the work of the Friends by attend-
ing events during the year. 
If you would like further informa-
tion on any aspect of the Friends 
or would like to become a volun-
teer or a Member, please get in 
touch with us at the address 
above, or by phone or e-mail. 

M e mb e r s h i p  o f  t h e  F r i e n d s  

C a r i n g  f o r  t h e  H e a r t  
o f  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  

Friends of  Crowborough Hospital 
Crowborough Hospital                     
South View Road                            
Crowborough                                            
TN6 1HB   
Phone: 01892 664626                        
Fax:     07092 865667                                
Email:  info@foch.org.uk                        
Web:   www.foch.org.uk  
Registered Charity No. 231379      
Inland Revenue Charity Code: 
YAF88PG 

 

The next Newsletter will be 
published in  February.                           
Contributions are always    
welcomed and the deadline for 
any articles or advertisements 
of events is  January  31st 


