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SUCCESSFUL CRAFT 

FAIR and POP-UP FETE  
Over 500 people visited the Friends of Crowborough Hos-
pital “better-than-hoped-for” Bank Holiday Monday Pop-
Up Fete. Over £4,500 was raised to support the Hospital. 
 

The traditional Bank Holiday Fete was not possible this year due to the earlier uncertainty 
surrounding Covid regulations. However the Crow Bees and the Friends of Crowborough 
Hospital were able to put on a Pop-Up Fete and Craft Fair on Bank Holiday Monday.  
Thanks to Crowborough residents this was a resounding success.   Over £4,500 was raised 
during the day which will provide valuable support for the staff who have worked so hard 
during the pandemic to keep the hospital working  and for new equipment to make the 

care they provide easier and 
better delivered. 

 



 

2 

Kay Moss (Chair of the Trustee Committee) said she was “ absolutely delighted.  The attendance and money 
raised was better than we could have hoped for, and the funds raised exceeded our expectations for the 
scaled-down event.   We are so grateful for such strong support.” 

Long-time existing stalls such as Jigsaws and Books proved as popular as ever, raising around £1000  
between them.     

The cake stall (provided by Crowborough Vale WI) shown alongside. 
looked as appetising as usual at the start of the Fete, and sold out by 3 
pm before the Fete had finished 
(also just as usual) raising nearly 
£500 of funds towards the total.   
Much of the ingredients required 
were provided by Morrisons in 
Crowborough, local business sup-
port that is much appreciated.     
Opposite the Cake Stall refresh-

ments were being provided (with the drinks sponsored by Waitrose & Partners), so that fete visitors were 
able to enjoy a “cake and a cuppa” on what was a rather chilly day.   
 

 
The Craft Fair was organised by the Crowborough Sewing Bees who 
in addition to providing their own “pop-up” stall, invited local crafters 
to join us in the Day Centre which was transformed for the day with a 
‘Covid-sensible’ one-way system in place.   This worked well for eve-
ryone allowing 500 people to safely 
visit each of the craft stalls during 
the day. 

The Hospital Shop was open just 
inside the main entrance to the  
Hospital, with extra tables laid out in 
front of the main entrance.  That 
helped to attract enough attention to 
sell over £300 worth of goods - a 
record for a single day. 
And a well-deserved mention for our 
“young volunteers” who gave up their bank holiday to help with 
“marshalling duties”. 
 
 
A message from CrowBees “We were delighted to see so many people                          
visit the Pop-up Fete and Craft Fair 
on Bank Holiday Monday – despite 
the clouds and the wind! Thank you 
to everyone that came – we had a 
really good day on our stall – raising 
£536 (£486 of which will go to 
FoCH). 
  

 
I spoke to the stall holders in the craft fair both during and at the close of the fair – every single one had 
been really pleased with the outcome and had thoroughly enjoyed their day. Several asked when would the 
next one be! 
 
Personally I would like to thank Richard and the committee for the excellent organisation both before and 
during the event – it was faultless! The one way system through the craft fair was appreciated by the stall 
holders – not only did it help with the social distancing/safety element, but it also meant that everyone was 
able to see the wares displayed by all the crafters.” 
                                                                                                               Alison Cousins CrowBees 
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Hospital Fete Raffle raised over £1,700  
 

The Friends of Crowborough Hospital want to thank the local community for once again rising to the 
occasion and supporting the raffle so generously. The Friends also want to thank local businesses Pros-
perity IFA and Redshield Chartered Accountants for their generous donation of the cash prizes and   

Millenia Print who printed 500 publicity 
posters free. 
Before the fete, raffle tickets were sold 
outside Waitrose and Morrisons with sup-
port from the managers of both stores; vol-
unteers sold to friends and family and a 
number of local shops including WE Cro 
and Field Buss as well as the Hospital 
Shop sold tickets. Pre fete sales were over 
1000 and the remainder were sold during 
the fete. 
 
 

The winning tickets were drawn by Ward Sister Kaylee Teager (left) and witnessed by Angela Bains of 
NHS Property Services (right). One of the winners, Jane Sharpe,  was thrilled to know she had won 
£150. She had purchased her raffle tickets at Waitrose because she was “grateful for the good job Crow-
borough Hospital and the Friends of Crowborough Hospital were doing”.  

The Hospital shop 
 

The Friends Hospital Shop has reopened 
in the main entrance to the Hospital. 

The shop had been closed since March 
2020 in line with national and NHS 
guidelines and in order to  
protect the health of the many volunteers 
who staff it.  
The shop has been re-stocked for the re-
opening and the volunteer team is de-
lighted to be back in action. Greetings 
cards and re-checked jigsaws are particu-
lar favourites amongst visitors to the 
shop, and the first day of opening saw 
bumper sales - “an all-time record” ac-
cording to Maureen Bagwell, long time 
manager. 
All proceeds go to the Friends of Crowborough hospital and are used to support the hospital and the staff 
so please do visit and say hello to our wonderful volunteers.  
 

A few words from Rosemary Marsh, shop rota organiser and new Trustee. “I started in the shop in 2008 
and took over the rota a couple of years later.   The trickiest bit is having to contact volunteers asking 
them to do extra shifts when someone is absent but usually with the goodwill and flexibility of the ladies 
we manage. The hardest part has been these last months when we lost 8 volunteers and re-hashing the ro-
ta was a bit of a task.  However, we got there, again, thanks to the goodwill of those who were left.  Dur-
ing closure, two volunteers continued selling home produced goodies and each made large cash contribu-
tions to the shop income.” 
                                                                                                                                            Rosemary Marsh 
 
We send our grateful thanks to all shop volunteers and, in particular to those who felt this was the time for 
them to bow out. We wish them well for the future. 
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Jigsaws for Sale 
 
“Jigsaws for Sale” raised over £500 for the Friends of Crowborough Hospital during the time the shop 
was closed. 
 
Dr Kate Stokes (President of the Friends of Crowborough Hospital) 
received a cheque for £518 raised by Lynne Thorpe (centre) and 
Sophie Dulwich-Millar (right) by selling recycled jigsaws to fund-
raise for the Friends. Dr Stokes thanked the whole group, saying: 
“I am so impressed by the work that you have done with “Jigsaws 

for Sale” to raise funds for the Friends of Crowborough Hospital. 
To have continued the sales of  jigsaws through lockdown via your 

Facebook page is an even greater achievement, and to raise £518 
this way is truly remarkable. You can all be proud of your efforts 
and achievement in being able to handover that bumper cheque. 

Please do thank your team of volunteers on behalf of the Friends.” 

Young Volunteers “make a difference” at Crowborough Hospital 
 
In early June a team of young volunteers spent a day “making a difference” at Crowborough Hospital.   
Jointly organised by Angela Bains (Reception - Property Services) and the Friends of Crowborough Hospi-
tal the project was to improve the appearance of the main fete shed at the site entrance and prepare the gar-
den gazebo much used by patients and visitors during the summer. 
 

Main Fete Shed 
The main fete shed stands in full 
view just inside the entrance to 
the hospital site, and has been 
recently looking a bit the worse 
for wear.  The volunteers started 
work by    giving the shed a 
through clean and brushing 
down ready for re-staining with 
a wood preservative. 
         
After a well earned lunch pro-
vided by the Friends, attention 
turned to the garden gazebo that 
is accessed through the ward 
conservatory and is especially 
popular with patients and visitors 
in the summer months.  
 

The whole structure was given a good brushing down to remove the winter debris and given a thorough 

clean. The moss that had also developed on the paths over several winters had to be painstakingly re-
moved .by hand, but the final result was well worth the effort involved and looked so much better. 

 

It was a really productive day   involving a lot of youthful energy, and 
has made a noticeable        difference to the hospital site for which our 

young volunteers can be properly proud.   We owe them our most 
heartfelt thanks. 
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Flowers brighten up Crowborough Hospital 
 
Quality Sussex Plants (previously Jordans); the Friends of Crowborough Hospital and the NHS Property 
Services Estates Team all combined to brighten up Crowborough Hospital with fresh new flowers and bed-
ding plants as the summer of 2021 got under way. 
 
The Friends funded £100 of bedding plants for the hospital to be pur-
chased from Quality Sussex Plants, who promptly donated an addi-
tional £50 worth of plants to the hospital so that the large round flow-
er bed in the Ward Garden could also be included.     
Michael and Ian from the Estates Team took the opportunity to refur-
bish that large flower bed, so that by the end of June as the flowers 
bloomed the area had been transformed. 
As more visitors are now able to visit their loved ones in Crow-
borough Hospital, and as the weather improved, the ward garden, 
with flowers and benches and the newly restored Gazebo in the back-
ground, became a much-appreciated facility. Even in wet weather pa-
tients and visitors can use the ward conservatory that looks out on the gardens.  
 

Crowborough Hospital Inpatient Ward (Medical)  
 

The ward team at Crowborough Hospital has had a tough 12 months, continuing to operate our essential 
service all the way though the various lockdowns and restrictions.   But tough times have brought us all 
closer together, and we have been able to support each other and to know we are supported by the local 
community. 
 

We have had several staff changes: 
Sister Lisa Armstrong is on secondment for Clinical Lead with the Community Nursing Team and giv-
ing them much needed support. Health Care Assistant Michelle Mason left us in August to start her Reg-
istered General Nurse training in Canturbury. Mahima Salim  left in August to join the Theatre Team at 
the Horder Centre.   

Sergiu Miclea, who was on secondment here has now been appointed to the “Charge Nurse” position 
here at Crowborough Hospital. Katarzyna Szalasny has passed her training as a Nurse Associate and 
joins in a Band 4 position, and we are delighted to see her progressing as part of our local team. 
 

We wish all these colleagues the very best in their new endeavours.We also welcome new members of 
staff to our team: 

Nimitha George (Registered General Nurse), Sneha Lalan (Registered General Nurse), Ivy Luansing 
(Health Care Assistant), Abigail Barnard (Health Care Assistant), Ester Warren (HCA) 
 

Jodie Lander (HCA) has left on maternity leave, and we had the wonderful news that little Arabella Ann 
was born on Friday 6th August weighing a healthy 8lb 3oz.  Mum and baby girl are both doing well. 
 

On a sadder note, we recently lost a very dear friend Lesley Eggleston (who was our HWLH Locality 
Matron) to a long-standing illness.   We miss her greatly.  We have been very fortunate to have Lisa Hol-
ford (Deputy HWLH Locality Matron) to support us through Covid and this difficult time.  We do thank 
Lisa so much for all the support and guidance she has given us. 
 

The patient dining / day room now looks very smart with new table and chairs funded by the Friends.   
We are so grateful for their continued support. 
 

Finally, We can now welcome visitors to the ward to see their loved ones, so we feel we are emerging 
from the worst of Covid, and looking forward to the future positively.  
 
                                                                                    Marianne Marden-Grove , ward matron 
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Crowborough Birth Centre 
 
It is with great sorrow that we, the team at the Crowborough Birthing Centre, convey the sad news of the 

passing of one of our much-loved colleagues, Jeni Howell. 
After suffering a brain aneurysm on May 5th, Jeni lost her fight for life on May 7th. At 
just 44 years of age, Jeni leaves behind a husband and four children. 
The sudden loss of Jeni has left us devastated here at the Birthing Centre. She had 
worked here for almost seven years and was a dynamic character – always full of love, 
laughter and hugs. She was very well known in and around Crowborough which was 
proven by the number of people who turned up to bid farewell to Jeni at her funeral. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with her family. 
 
We have had a generous donation to the Birth Centre from Sarah Chick, a local Crow-

borough lady who works for the ambulance service and had spent time fund raising in memory of Jeni. The 
kind donations of fans and chairs as well as some Jeni style mugs and glasses will help everyone remember 
her and keep her spirit alive at the Birth centre and were very gratefully received. 
 
                                                                                                          Nicolette McCarthy, Senior Midwife 

Property Services 
 
It is with regret that we announce that Lindsay Ransom Premise Manager is retiring, Her last working 
day will be the 24th of September. Lindsay has worked for the NHS for 30 Years - initially as Secretary 
to the Community Health Manager of Eastbourne Health Authority at Grove House 
from July 1991. During these three decades she has seen many changes and has per-
formed various roles within at least six different NHS organisations. She has been 
working for the last five years as Facilities Co-ordinator in NHS Property Services 
Ltd where she has been responsible for Estates and Facilities services within Crow-
borough War Memorial Hospital and the Hospital Day Centre, Grove House, 
Uckfield Community Hospital, Heathfield Community Centre and Ashdown Forest 
Health Centre. 
 

Although Lindsay continues to enjoy her work, particularly in making improvements to the above sites 
and services, to support her NHS colleagues, she now feels that it is time to welcome her retirement 
years and devote more time to her home life, especially as she now has three little grandchildren and 
another on the way! Consequently. She will be retiring from her current role at the end of September. 
I know Lindsay will greatly miss everyone and she wishes everyone all the best for the future! 
 

                                                             Angela Bains, Receptionist NHS Property Services Ltd 

 

Our thanks for her great  support of the Friends and our best wishes for a happy retirement go to Lind-
say. 

Minor Injuries Unit 
 

The Friends of Crowborough Hospital have supported the Minor Injuries Unit (MIU) at 
the hospital with the purchase of a new Electro-Cardiogram Machine for the depart-
ment.  
The new machine (shown installed in the department) is a 12 lead ECG which cost just 
over £4000. It is a crucial piece of equipment for the department which is used to facili-
tate investigation into patients who present with chest pains. The machine can rapidly 
identify individuals with acute cardiac conditions which require rapid treatment and 
transfer to A&E.  
Thank you to all who have supported and donated to make this possible. 

 

We have to report that unfortunately our MIU has had to be closed for up to 8 weeks due to staff having to be redeployed  
elsewhere. Uckfield MIU remains open. 
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Friends’ Trustees old and new 
 
There was brief mention in the May Newsletter that a number of Trustees had felt that this was the 
right time for them to hand over to a new team and consequently had resigned from their positions. We 
wish to thank them for all their time, energy expertise and commitment over many years. 
 
Terry Moon was the very able Treasurer for many years and was greatly involved with the shop, the 
day centre and transport. 
Russell Wakefield held many positions over 31 years, most recently that of Charity Secretary 
Chantal Wilson was an active trustee and Chairman of the Committee. She liaised with many outside 
agencies and attended numerous meetings with them. 
Ros Marriott was President  and latterly involved with the Day Service. 
Barbara Divall was a stalwart of the shop and provider of refreshments for many events. 
Peter Elefsen, although a Trustee for a shorter time, had worked hard on updating the database of 
members, volunteers and donors. 
We thank them for their service and wish them well in the future. They will all be much missed. 
 
The Committee at August 2021 comprises: 
 

Dr Kate Stokes continues as President  
Richard Hallett remains as Vice-President 
Juliet Morris is the new Treasurer (Juliet is a local chartered accountant and long standing supporter 
of the Friends) 
Sharon Taylor is the new Charity Secretary. (Sharon is a local financial planner and has been in-
volved with the NHS) 
Other trustees are: 
Kay Moss is the current chair of the Trustee Committee (Kay was previously Mayor of Crowborough 
for three years, and a driving force behind “Supporting Crowborough” during the pandemic) 
Rosemary Marsh (Shop Volunteer and Rota mastermind) 
Judy Brown (Shop volunteer…and a stalwart of the Pop-Up Shop last August) 
Caroline Donaghy (supporter of Crowborough Birth Centre and recent mother of twins) 
 
We welcome them all. 

Ed. 

Out Patients Dept 
 

The last 18 months have been a challenge for us in the OPD, The admin team has been very proactive and 
the nursing team has had a thorough sort out and made the unit even more efficient. Moving forward from 

the first lock down, the OPD has remained open but in a limited capacity. We are still seeing patients on a 
face to face (F2F) basis but we are also embracing Information Technology (IT). Some of the clinics are 
now virtual - this means the consultants speaks to their patients via their computers. Other clinics are a 

mix of telephone consultation and F2F. It's a very different way of working but it does keep the footfall 
down within the department. Our aim is to keep everyone feeling and remaining safe whilst in the depart-
ment  and we have very strict  COVID -19 protocols  in place for ourselves, our patients as well as any 

user of the department.  
 
The OPD has a new Matron, Sara Pizzy  who is based at Maidstone Hospital.  

We are still waiting for our Wi-Fi system to be installed but we are now the proud owners of new com-

puters throughout  the department.  
 

                                                                                     Sister Sandra Barnes, Outpatients Dept. 
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C a r i n g  f o r  t h e  H e a r t  
o f  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  

Friends of  Crowborough Hospital 

Crowborough Hospital                      
South View Road                             
Crowborough                                            
TN6 1HB   
Email:  info@foch.org.uk                        
Web:   www.foch.org.uk  
Phone: 01892 664626   
Please note that this telephone number is 
only occasionally manned by volunteers, 
when available. Contact by email is pre-
ferred.                        

Registered Charity No. 231379       

FOCH purchases 1.4.21 – 31.8.21 
 

As a result of funds raised so generously by 
friends and supporters, the Friends were able to 
support the Hospital in the following ways: 
 

Therapy Couch – Neuro physiotherapy 
Rocker Board and Dumbell set – Neuro physio 
2 medical armchairs and 6 high back patient 
chairs (funding by SewingBees) 
Plants for flower beds on hospital site 
Social event for Birth Centre staff. 
 

Dona t ions  /  Me mbersh ip  
 

I/we would like to make a donation to support the work of the Friends of Crowborough Hospital.  

Our donation includes a £10 membership subscription   (yes/no). 

I/we enclose a donation of £ .....................                          The Friends may reclaim tax ........... (Gift Aid) 

Name ........................................................................................................................................ 

Address .................................................................................................................................... 

………...................................................................................................................................... 

Post Code .......................                       Telephone .................................................................. 

E-mail ….………...................................................................................................................... 

Date  …………………… 

 

Please send details of how I/We may make regular donations ❏ (Standing Order)                                                                                                          

 

Donations should be returned to the Friends at the address above. 

FOCH Donations/Fundraising  
 

Individual donations—£904.52 
 
Sewing bees stall outside Waitrose for 3 Saturdays 
in May/June/July - £954.28 
Martletts Court coffee morning—£109.00 
Jeanette Henderson – sale of apple juice - £150.00 
Jackie Bradford - sale of preserves -£260 
Sale of jigsaws - £490 
Commission from sales of paintings - £37.50 
Amazon Smile £25.93 
 

Collecting Boxes totalling   £537  were re-
ceived back from:   
Field Buss     Whitehill News 
Zest,         News Plus  
Sacred Heart,      Morrisons Pharmacy 
Mayfield Dental  St Dunstan’s Pharmacy  
Jarvis Brook  Bakery Grove House. 
 

Some of the total came from donations in respect 
of masks made by CrowBees. 
 

We are extremely grateful to all donors, friends 
and businesses who so generously support us. 

In memorium donations totalling £958.90 
were received in respect of: 
 

 The late Andrew Bamford 
 

 The late Barbara Chiverton 
 

 The late Douglas Butcher  
 

We extend our condolences and our grateful 
thanks to their families and friends 


